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Quality starts at the beginning. 
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through the painting process, 
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The Model 45 doesn't require a 3rd motion or airbox. 
A smart SASH (Servo Adjust Shut Height) monitors an ac- 
curate measuring system to maintain the newly 
designed platens at +/-.002" flatness. 

- Air cylinders operate the sheet clamp frame. 

- The bottom platen drives the plugs. 
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Invasion, USA? 


Since President Joe Biden took office 
in January of 2021, U.S. Border Patrol 
agents have encountered an estimated 
eight million illegal immigrants along 
our border with Mexico. Rather than 
being prevented from entering the United 
States, those “migrants” were brought in 
and processed, and ordered to attend a 
court hearing at some later date. In other 
words, they’re in the country to stay un- 
less they get caught committing a vio- 
lent crime (and even then, deportation is 
not assured). And those eight million are 
only the illegal border crossers that were 
apprehended by Border Patrol. The true 
number is undoubtedly higher. 

Most of these illegal migrants are en- 
tering the United States through Texas, 
which is calling this wave of illegal im- 
migration an “invasion.” Since the Biden 
administration has been derelict in its 
constitutional duty to protect the states 
from invasion, the state is taking matters 
into its own hands. Governor Greg Ab- 
bott ordered floating barriers to be put 
in the Rio Grande and concertina wire 
set up along the land border to deter 
would-be illegal migrants. Biden or- 
dered Border Patrol to cut the wire, and 
the Supreme Court sided with Sleepy 
Joe against Abbott, who then ordered 
the Texas National Guard to stop Bor- 
der Patrol agents from cutting the wire. 
Many Republican-led states have said 
they stand with Texas. Something of a 
Mexican standoff has since ensued, and 
neither side has blinked at the time of 
this writing. 

Is Texas right? Is this really an inva- 
sion? Put simply, the migrants in question 
are crossing the border illegally and not 
at ports of entry. Many come for nefari- 
ous purposes, crossing the border illegal- 
ly because they have illegal intentions in 
our country, such as drug or human traf- 
ficking. Furthermore, this modern wave 
of mass migration is unlike anything 
America has experienced in the past. The 
immigration waves coming from Europe 
in the late 19th and early 20th centuries 
were /egal, and those immigrants came 
here because they wanted to be Ameri- 
cans and carve out a new life for them- 


FROM THE EDITOR 


selves in a free country. Now, instead of 
the “huddled masses yearning to breathe 
free,” we see the huddled masses yearn- 
ing for a more comfortable life with bet- 
ter economic prospects and a promise 
of government assistance. What’s more, 
many of today’s illegal immigrants have 
no intention of assimilating. And why 
should we expect them to, when their 
first act upon setting foot in our country 
is breaking our immigration laws? Based 
on these factors, one may safely argue 
that, yes, this wave of illegal immigra- 
tion is an invasion. 

The Lone Star State argues, correctly, 
that the federal government is tasked by 
the U.S. Constitution with protecting the 
states from invasion. If the feds won’t 
stop an invasion, who will? Texas is well 
within its rights as a state in the Union 
to protect its border with Mexico if the 
U.S. government won’t do it. And ignor- 
ing federal orders when those orders are 
unconstitutional is simply the act of nul- 
lification, which our Founding Fathers 
supported. 

Our nation cannot maintain its cultural 
and political integrity when flooded with 
millions of people of a different culture, 
ignorant of our political system, who 
have no desire to assimilate. In a very real 
sense, our country is being transformed 
into merely a large spot on the map, with 
no real identity or distinct culture, and 
no functioning borders. A nation without 
borders is no real nation at all. 

The issue, at its core, is one of sov- 
ereignty. Our nation (including the 
states that make up our nation) needs to 
reclaim its sovereignty and enforce its 
immigration laws. In this issue of The 
New American, we examine the situa- 
tion at the Texas border, and look at the 
history of nullification as a remedy to 
federal overreach. The New American, 
along with its parent organization, The 
John Birch Society, has been working 
to educate Americans about the dangers 
of illegal immigration and the power of 
nullification. Let’s get involved and do 
our part to help save our country from 
invasion. 

— John T. Larabell 
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Government Seizes “Trans” Child in Montana 


On January 29, feminist website Reduxx related the story of 
Krista and Todd Kolstad in Glasgow, Montana, whose mentally 
ill daughter, “Jennifer” (not her real name) — who claimed she 
was “non-binary” and wanted to be called “Leo” — was taken 
from them by the state as they would not allow her to “transition.” 

The trouble began in August 2023, when the 14-year-old girl 
mentioned suicide in school, and was then taken to the hospital 
after falsely telling Montana Child and Family Services (CFS) 
social workers on a home visit that she had tried to commit sui- 
cide. While in the hospital, Jennifer told doctors about her “tran- 
sition.” Almost immediately, hospital personnel began encourag- 
ing “gender affirming” care, and refused to honor the parents’ 
disciplinary beliefs, such as restricting junk food and phone and 
television time. 

Although the Kolstads agreed to place Jennifer in a mental 
hospital, the authorities wanted to send her to a facility in Wyo- 
ming. “On August 22, Krista and Todd were told that Jennifer 
was next in line for a bed in Billings, Montana. But hours later 
that same day, [they] were called and informed Jennifer would 
be moved to Wyoming,” noted Reduxx. Worried that Wyoming 
would permit Jennifer to undergo surgical mutilation without 
their consent, the Kolstads told authorities they needed answers 
to some questions before agreeing. A few minutes later, though, 


CFS and police showed up at the Kolstad residence to remove 
Jennifer. She was taken to Wyoming the next day. 

Although Jennifer was returned to Montana in September, she 
was placed in a group home. Then, on January 19, CFS seized 
legal custody for six months. “We were told that letting Jennifer 
transition and live as a boy was in her ‘therapeutic best interest’ 
and because we aren’t willing to follow that recommendation, the 
court gave CFS custody of Jennifer for six months.... CFS is now 
going to place Jennifer in the care of her birth mother in Canada, 
who has never really been [part] of her life,” Krista told Reduxx. 


Michael Mann Wins “Hockey Stick” 


A jury awarded $1 million to controversial climate scientist Mi- 
chael Mann, according to a February 9 Associated Press article. 
Twelve years ago, Mann sued two conservative writers for draw- 
ing parallels between Pennsylvania State University’s investiga- 
tion into Mann’s involvement in the 2009 Climategate scandal 
and the school’s investigation of a convicted child molester. 

In 1998, while a Penn State professor, Mann published the 
now-infamous “hockey stick” graph depicting skyrocketing glob- 
al temperatures beginning in the mid-20th century. It was used by 
the UN to set environmental policies around the world, and was 
featured in Al Gore’s oft-debunked 2006 movie An Inconvenient 


Defamation Case 


Truth. However, the graph was harshly criticized by Mann’s sci- 
entific contemporaries, and Mann refused to publish his original 
data for peer review. 

In response to the Climategate scandal, Penn State investigated 
Mann’s work, and exonerated him. However, in 2012, aerospace 
engineer Rand Simberg published a column claiming the uni- 
versity engaged in a coverup to protect Mann from scrutiny re- 
garding the graph. He compared the school’s investigation to its 
coverup of the scandal regarding Jerry Sandusky, a football coach 
who was convicted of sexually abusing young boys. The FBI 
discovered that the university had concealed Sandusky’s crimes. 

Political commentator Mark Steyn reprinted Simberg’s col- 
umn. Mann sued both journalists, accusing them of libel and the 
“intentional infliction of emotional distress,” and claiming their 
actions had affected his career and reputation. 

Although the jury determined that Mann was not harmed, they 
awarded him $1 million in punitive damages. Attorney John 
Hinderaker, president of the think tank Center of the American 
Experiment, explained that Mann’s attorney admitted the politi- 
cal motivation in the case. “He said that the jury should award 
punitive damages so that in the future, no one will dare engage 
in ‘climate denialism,’” Hinderaker wrote. 

In other words, the award is not just to punish the defendants, 
but to warn anyone else who might ever again dare to challenge 
the global-warming narrative. 

Both Simberg and Steyn have said they will appeal. 
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RACK... 


Michigan officials are calling upon 
state lawmakers to enact a mandato- 
ry State registry of all homeschooled 
children in Michigan. 

The Mackinac Center for Public 
Policy reported on January 26 that 
Michigan state officials — includ- 
ing Attorney General Dana Nessel, 
the state House and Senate Educa- 
tion Committee chairs, the State 
Board of Education, and State Su- 
perintendent Michael Rice — have 
criticized homeschooling and called for stricter government regu- 
lation and oversight over homeschooled students and their parents. 

The motivation for these attacks was the arrest in December 
of two couples in Clinton County for “allegedly abusing and 
financially profiting from foster and adopted children.” Because 
the families homeschooled the children, officials are broadly 
attacking all homeschooling and parents seeking alternatives 
to government schools. Attorney General Nessel alleged that 
homeschooling had contributed to the couples’ actions. State 
Representative Matt Koleszar (D-Plymouth), chair of the House 
Education Committee, decried Michigan’s homeschooling laws 
and claimed that “abusive parents are taking advantage of [the 
absence of a homeschool registry] to avoid being found out.” 


In January, Superintendent Rice 
sent a letter to state legislators ask- 
ing them to enact legislation re- 
quiring parents to register their 
homeschooled children with the 
government, something parents cur- 
rently are not required to do. “Hav- 
ing a record of all children enrolled 
in [homeschools] would provide an 
understanding of the children not 
currently enrolled in any learning 
environment,” Rice wrote. 

A mandatory homeschool registry would be a major step to- 
ward government intrusion into the homes and daily lives of 
families, and would enable government to later impose additional 
restrictions on families who homeschool. 

Government schools today are failing to truly educate children, 
and, as a result, record numbers of parents are pulling their chil- 
dren out and pursuing homeschooling and private schools that 
uphold American values. Marxist-influenced individuals and 
groups are seeking to eliminate homeschooling and force parents 
to send their children to government schools, where they can be 
easily indoctrinated with Marxist ideology. The Michigan Leg- 
islature would be wise to avoid meddling in the homeschooling 
trend, and to instead get government out of education altogether. 


Sports Blog Deadspin Sued for Defamation 


The New York Post reported on February 7 that the family of an 
American Indian boy falsely accused by a sportswriter of wearing 
“blackface” and learning “hate in the home” has sued the writer 
and his publication. 

In their suit, Raul and Shannon Armenta allege that Carron 
Phillips, a writer at the sports blog Deadspin, defamed both nine- 
year-old Holden Armenta (H.A.) and his family. 

Holden had worn a traditional Indian war bonnet and painted 
his face red and black at a Kansas City Chiefs game on November 
26, 2023, and was televised by CBS for a few seconds. The fol- 
lowing day, Phillips wrote a piece at Deadspin titled “The NFL 
needs to speak out against the Kansas City Chiefs fan in Black 
face, Native headdress.” The suit alleges that the article “asserted 
that H.A. was ‘in Black face’; that he was ‘doubling up on the 
racism’; and that ‘[he had] found a way to hate Black people and 
the Native Americans at the same time.’” 

According to the lawsuit, “The Article ... claimed that H.A.’s 
conduct of wearing blackface and a Native American headdress, 
and the NFL’s failure to ‘speak out against it,’ indicated that the 
league was failing ‘to stop racism and hate from being taught in 
the home’ — a clear accusation that Raul and Shannon taught 
H.A. to hate Black and Native American people out of a racist 
animus. The Article also implied that H.A.’s innocent costume 
was even worse than America’s racist past.” 


Deadspin subsequently published three “updates,” which, 
the lawsuit states, constituted “a backhanded and revisionist 
non-apology that left [the original article’s] core allegations un- 
changed.” When the Armentas demanded a retraction — Holden 
wasn’t wearing blackface (red and black are the Chiefs’ colors), 
his parents did not teach him “racism,” and the Indian boy does 
not hate his own people — Deadspin threatened them with “‘the 
possibility of paying our legal fees’ should they elect to file a 
legal claim to vindicate their and their son’s rights.” 

The Armentas’ lawsuit, filed February 6, seeks unspecified 
damages to be determined at trial. Hi 
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Butler County, Ohio, Sheriff Richard Jones, upon returning from the National Sheriffs’ Association Winter Con- 
ference in Washington, D.C., repeated warnings issued to attendees by the FBI regarding terrorists entering the 
country: “It’s not if they are going to attack, it’s just when they are. There are people already here who have come 
into this country who hate us and want to kill us.” 


Supreme Court Justice Clarence Thomas questioned Colorado attorney Jason Murray during Donald Trump’s 
14th Amendment ballot battle before the U.S. Supreme Court. Referencing the aftermath of the U.S. Civil War, 
Thomas noted, “There were people who felt very strongly about retaliating against the South — the radical Re- 
publicans — but they did not think about authorizing the South to disqualify national candidates. And that’s the 
argument you’re making. And what I would like to know is, do you have any examples of this?” Murray had none. 


Major media cry “conspiracy theory” over conservative pundits who claim pop-music superstar Taylor Swift is 
being used in government PSYOPs. However, when Alicia Bargar, Johns Hopkins Applied Physics Laboratory 
research engineer, addressed the 2019 CyCon Conference, an annual event organized by NATO’s cyber-operations 
unit, she recommended “peaceful” though “ethically concerning” methods of using social influence to change 
behaviors: “The first one that’s the most famous and the most common is working with famous people or influenc- 
ers to share information or a particular message. So I include Taylor Swift here because she’s a fairly influential 
online person.” Her note next to Swift’s picture on the screen read, “Goal: Identify key actors to train and spread 
desired messaging.” 


Former Fox News host Tucker Carlson aired his controversial interview with Russian President Vladimir Putin 
in February. Carlson: “I think you’re saying you want a negotiated settlement to what’s happening in Ukraine.” 
Putin: “Right. And we made it. We prepared the huge document in Istanbul that was initialed by the head of the 
Ukrainian delegation. He had fixed his signature to some of the provisions ... and then he said, ‘We were ready to 
sign it, and the war would have been over long ago — 18 months ago. However, [British] Prime Minister [Boris] 
Johnson came, talked us out of it, and we missed that chance.’ Well, you missed it, you made a mistake.” 


Reporters asked White House spokesman John Kirby whether Carlson’s interview could erode U.S. support for 
Ukraine: “I don’t think the American people are going to be swayed by one single interview, and I think anybody 
that watches that interview ... whatever is said ... remember, you’re listening to Vladimir Putin, and you shouldn’t 
take at face value anything he has to say.” 


Representative Eli Crane (R-Ariz.) spoke at a press conference promoting a resolution declaring that former 
President Donald Trump did not engage in an insurrection on January 6, 2021: “You know what I love about this, 
watching where President Trump is at in the polls? I love it because it shows the American people don’t trust you 
guys [in the media]. And they shouldn’t. Because you guys are full of it, and everybody knows it.” 


Canadian Member of Parliament Randall Garrison is known for his LGBTQ advocacy, and addressed the press 
in support of including puberty blockers for minors in the Canada Health Act: “I'd like to say, first of all, there’s 
no such thing as parental rights in Canada. There are parental responsibilities. And in Canadian family law, the 
primary responsibility of parents is to support and affirm their kids.” 
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The border crisis has become the No. | election-year issue and has triggered a standoff in 
Texas and an impeachment in Washington. 
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by Steve Bonta 


n January 24, 2024, Texas took 
@) a stand. 

On that day, the Lone Star 
State’s governor, Greg Abbott, issued a 
statement affirming Texas’ right to self- 
defense, a statement repudiating not only 
the Biden administration’s open-border 
policy, but also a recent Supreme Court 
decision upholding temporarily the al- 
leged right of the Biden administration to 
cut razor-wire barriers erected by Texas to 
stop the flow of illegal immigrants. The 
Texas National Guard was dispatched to 
sprawling Shelby Park at Eagle Pass to 
prevent federal agents from accessing a 
secured section of the border, triggering 
a standoff. 

The possible ramifications of Texas’ 
act of defiance were not lost on the 
Greek choristers in the mainstream 
media. Eager to amplify the supposed 
dangers of the “Far Right,” voices in the 
press immediately likened the event to 
the Confederacy. “Eagle Pass is today’s 
Fort Sumter,” the Philadelphia Inquirer’s 
Will Bunch hyperbolized. “The standoff 
between Gov. Abbott’s tin soldiers and 
U.S. Border Patrol is the greatest chal- 
lenge to federal authority in 60 years. The 
president must act.” In point of fact, the 
Inquirer regards the Texas border stand- 
off to be worse than Fort Sumter, since, 
whereas no one was killed during the 
bombardment of Fort Sumter, “four mi- 
grants trying to reach U.S. soil at or near 
the disputed park in Eagle Pass, Texas, 
have drowned under circumstances that 
are arguably linked to the dispute between 
the militaristic approach of the Texas Na- 
tional Guard and the comparatively hu- 
mane, locked-out agents of President Joe 
Biden’s administration.” 

The Biden administration responded to 
Texas’ intransigence by issuing an ultima- 
tum, warning Texas to allow federal agents 
access to the border at Shelby Park by Sat- 
urday, January 27, or face unspecified con- 
sequences. An administration unwilling to 
stand up to Afghani Taliban, Iranian aya- 
tollahs, Chinese communists, or Palestin- 
ian terrorists was suddenly aroused from 
its slumber by that existential threat to the 


Steve Bonta is executive senior editor of 
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Flashpoint: Concertina wire near Shelby Park at Eagle Pass, Texas. The wire, put in place by 
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Texas and not federal authorities, has proven effective at halting the flow of illegal immigrants at 
this point — which is why the Biden administration wants to get rid of it. 


American body politic, the state of Texas. 
And Border Patrol agents who under the 
Trump administration were falsely ac- 
cused by a lying media of inhumane treat- 
ment of illegal immigrants, including 
whipping Africans from horseback, sud- 
denly became paladins of democracy and 
international justice, the kind-hearted en- 
ablers of American benevolence towards 
the huddled masses arriving illicitly on our 
soil from China, the Middle East, and Sub- 
Saharan Africa. 

The building border crisis has been 
years in the making. On his very first day 
in office, Biden issued six executive ac- 
tions and proposed a new immigration bill 
— the U.S. Citizenship Act of 2021 — all 
of which sent a message far and wide that 
Trump-era immigration controls were 
over. The six rules were: 

¢ Proclamation on Ending Discrimina- 
tory Bans on Entry to the United States; 

¢ Executive Order on the Revision of 
Civil Immigration Enforcement Policies 
and Priorities; 

¢ Memorandum Preserving and Fortify- 
ing Deferred Action for Childhood Arriv- 
als (DACA); 

¢ Proclamation on the Termination of 
Emergency With Respect to the Southern 
Border of the United States and Redirec- 
tion of Funds Diverted to Border Wall 
Construction; 

¢ Executive Order on Ensuring a Law- 


ful and Accurate Enumeration and Ap- 
portionment Pursuant to the Decennial 
Census; and 

* Memorandum Reinstating Deferred 
Enforced Departure for Liberians. 


U.S. Citizenship Act of 2021 

The first proclamation ended the Trump- 
era travel bans on citizens from certain 
countries known to foment international 
terrorism (widely caricatured in the press 
as the “Muslim travel ban’’) and stream- 
lined visa procedures for foreigners arriv- 
ing from the likes of Burma, Eritrea, Libya, 
Iran, Somalia, Venezuela, Syria, and 
Yemen. The Executive Order on the Re- 
vision of Civil Immigration Enforcement 
Policies and Priorities rescinded President 
Trump’s Executive Order 13768, which 
required prompt removal of all illegal im- 
migrants and denied federal funding to 
sanctuary states. The Proclamation on the 
Termination of Emergency ended border 
wall construction. The executive order re- 
garding the census reversed Trump’s 2020 
order that would have banned illegal im- 
migrants from the census (since the cen- 
sus is the basis for reapportionment and 
redistricting, Trump perceived that illegal 
immigrants, while not voters themselves, 
could be exploited to redraw congres- 
sional districts in ways that would favor 
Democrats). And the U.S. Citizenship Act 
would have extended amnesty and a path- 
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With the assurance that America’s southern border was 
for all intents and purposes wide open, the thousands 

of people already in the illegal immigration conduits 
arising in Ecuador and Colombia swelled to hundreds of 
thousands and eventually millions. 


way to citizenship to eight million illegals 
already in the United States. 

And that was just on Day 1. Since that 
time, the Biden administration has been 
on a blistering pace, having taken 296 
executive actions on immigration in his 
first year in office alone (compared to 86 
for President Trump’s first year), includ- 
ing three on February 2, 2021, just three 
weeks into his term: the Executive Order 
on the Establishment of Interagency Task 
Force on the Reunification of Fami- 
lies; the Executive Order on Creating 
a Comprehensive Regional Framework 
to Address the Causes of Migration, to 
Manage Migration Throughout North 
and Central America, and to Provide 
Safe and Orderly Processing of Asylum 
Seekers at the United States Border; and 
the Executive Order on Restoring Faith 
in Our Legal Immigration Systems and 
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Show of support: Texas Governor Greg Abbott (center, seated) is joined by 14 other governors at 
a press conference at Eagle Pass. Half of all governors have now expressed solidarity with Texas 
in its defiance of the Biden administration. 
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Strengthening Integration and Inclusion 
Efforts for New Americans. 

The response around the world was 
electric and immediate. With the assur- 
ance that America’s southern border was 
for all intents and purposes wide open, 
the thousands of people already in the il- 
legal immigration conduits arising in Ec- 
uador and Colombia swelled to hundreds 
of thousands and eventually millions. 
Lucrative networks of human traffickers 
sprang up to escort migrants from Asia, 
Africa, and the Middle East arriving at 
Quito, Bogota, and other northern South 
American cities, who were willing to pay 
tens of thousands of dollars for guidance 
across the hazardous and roadless Darien 
Gap into Panama, and thence northward 
through Central America and Mexico 
to the U.S. border. Organized into huge 
caravans, they walked unimpeded across 
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numerous national borders, thanks to 
a general understanding among Latin 
American political leaders that there 
would no longer be any political or eco- 
nomic price to pay. Upon arrival at the 
American border, they were given a rap- 
turous welcome by federal government 
functionaries, who transported them 
wherever they wanted to go and sched- 
uled court hearings for them — hearings 
that the vast majority have no intention 
of attending. 

No one knows how many millions of 
people have entered the country illegally 
since the start of the Biden presidency, 
but estimates range from eight million to 
more than 10 million, with even the most 
conservative estimates showing that the 
population of illegal immigrants living in 
the United States has at least doubled over 
the last three years. 

And that’s just the numbers we know 
about, based on records of monthly inter- 
dictions. Many more have evaded capture 
and interdiction — mostly, one supposes, 
for nefarious reasons. Thus, alongside the 
relatively orderly legions of Asian, Afri- 
can, and Latin American immigrants who 
go straight to the nearest Border Patrol of- 
ficial to hand themselves in for perfunc- 
tory processing and release, there is an 
unknown number of more sinister types 
— drug traffickers, terrorists, infiltrators, 
and gang members, for example — who 
take every precaution to avoid contact 
with the authorities. 

Part of the original plan was to flood 
Texas with illegal immigrants in order 
to flip this electorally critical state blue. 
That, after all, is how California, the home 
of Ronald Reagan, was flipped more than 
a generation ago. Texas, however, was 
having none of it. Greg Abbott has been ir- 
resolute and RINO-ish on some issues, but 
illegal immigration, it turns out, is not one 
of them. Soon after the invasion of illegal 
immigrants was unleashed, Abbott began 
shipping them in large numbers to smug, 
mostly northern, blue states and sanctuary 
cities, prompting cries of foul play from 
suddenly overwhelmed Democratic lead- 
ers in Illinois, New York, and elsewhere. 
It’s been a genius tactic, exposing over 
and over again to public scrutiny the bare- 
faced hypocrisy of the allegedly compas- 
sionate Left, who have had to resort to 
name-calling and accusations of political 
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gamesmanship to mask their dismay at the 
hordes of unwashed foreigners they pro- 
fess to love being dumped on their urban 
and insular enclaves. 

The most celebrated episode in the 
entire saga so far was the airlifting of 
50 Venezuelan immigrants to Martha’s 
Vineyard in September 2022, shortly 
after they had been transferred from 
Texas to Florida (another state that the 
Dems desire to flip). It turned out, to 
no one’s surprise, that the affluent lim- 
ousine liberals who populate the exclu- 
sive island wanted no part of the Ven- 
ezuelan refugees. As it happened, the 
summer tourist season was over, and the 
resident population was not sufficient 
to hire them all as household servants. 
That, at least, was the rationale for the 
speedy relocation of the 50 immigrants 
elsewhere; but in reality, domestic help 
needs aside, there were no offers even to 
house or feed the unfortunates. Clearly, 
the same liberal elites so contemptuous 
of Trump’s alleged xenophobia weren’t 
about to allow foreign strangers into their 
homes and gated communities, and more 
especially a contingent that had escaped 
from Venezuela, a Marxist hellhole that 
has become an acute embarrassment for 
international socialists. 

The Martha’s Vineyard episode did as 
much as any single event to persuade a 
substantial portion of the American pub- 
lic that the Democrats’ and radical Left’s 
solicitude for the plight of illegal immi- 
grants was more feigned than heartfelt. 
As long as they could be exploited for 
political ends, illegal immigrants were to 
be garlanded and laden with government 
handouts — but, in the best tradition of 
NIMBY-ism, they were not welcome in 
the sacred precincts actually controlled by 
leftist elites. 

Yet despite the nauseating hypocrisy, 
the blatant subversion, and the flagrant 
disregard both for public opinion and for 
congressional authority and oversight, 
Biden and Homeland Security Secretary 
Alejandro Mayorkas have been allowed to 
continue their program of mass importa- 
tion of future Democratic voters without 
serious opposition — until recently. In a 
matter of a few weeks, the border debacle 
has been transformed from talk-show fod- 
der to the focal point of two serious con- 
frontations: the open defiance by the state 
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Throwing America under the bus: After illegally entering our country and offering flimsy 
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promises to voluntarily appear in court months or years in the future, thousands of immigrants 
are bused from Texas to locations all over the United States. 


of Texas and many other red states of the 
Biden administration and the Supreme 
Court ruling, and the unprecedented im- 
peachment of a sitting Cabinet secretary, 
Mayorkas (yes, we know, Secretary of 
War William Belknap was impeached in 
1876, but the actual impeachment and 
eventual Senate acquittal took place after 
he resigned from office; Mayorkas does 
not show any inclination to resign). 


Borderline Insanity 

The standoff at Shelby Park in Eagle Pass, 
Texas, began when the governor of Texas 
refused to grant federal officials access to 
the park to cut the razor wire that Texas of- 
ficials had put in place to stop the entry of 
illegals. This was to be the latest installment 
of a long-running game between state and 
federal officials, whereby the former have 
been erecting barriers, including walls, 
shipping containers, and concertina wire, 
along the open border, only to have Biden 
officials rush in and tear them down. But 
then something unexpected happened: The 
supposedly conservative Supreme Court 
sided with the Biden administration, ruling 
on January 22 that the Biden administra- 
tion could remove offending razor wire and 
other obstacles pending review of a lower 
court ruling in Texas’ favor — in other 
words, back to business as usual for the 
foreseeable future. 


That, as it turned out, was the final 
straw for Texas’ often-too-accommodating 
Governor Abbott. In a blistering statement 
alluding to his earlier proclamation of 
November 16, 2022 declaring the border 
situation an “invasion,” Abbott laid out in 
no uncertain terms his intent to continue 
securing the border, no matter what the 
Biden administration said: 


The federal government has broken 
the compact between the United 
States and the States. The Execu- 
tive Branch of the United States has 
a constitutional duty to enforce fed- 
eral laws protecting States, includ- 
ing immigration laws on the books 
right now. President Biden has re- 
fused to enforce those laws and has 
even violated them. The result is 
that he has smashed records for il- 
legal immigration. 

Despite having been put on notice 
in a series of letters — one of which 
I delivered to him by hand — Presi- 
dent Biden has ignored Texas’s de- 
mand that he perform his constitu- 
tional duties. 

President Biden has violated his 
oath to faithfully execute immigra- 
tion laws enacted by Congress. In- 
stead of prosecuting immigrants for 
the federal crime of illegal entry, 
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President Biden has sent his lawyers 
into federal courts to sue Texas for 
taking action to secure the border. 

President Biden has instructed his 
agencies to ignore federal statutes 
that mandate the detention of illegal 
immigrants. The effect is to illegally 
allow their en masse parole into the 
United States. 

By wasting taxpayer dollars to 
tear open Texas’s border security in- 
frastructure, President Biden has en- 
ticed illegal immigrants away from 
the 28 legal entry points along this 
State’s southern border — bridges 
where nobody drowns — and into 
the dangerous waters of the Rio 
Grande. 

... The failure of the Biden Admin- 
istration to fulfill the duties imposed 
by Article IV, §4 has triggered Article 
I, §10, Clause 3, which reserves to 
this State the right of self-defense. 
For these reasons, I have already 
declared an invasion under Article 
1, §10, Clause 3 to invoke Texas’s 
constitutional authority to defend and 
protect itself. That authority is the su- 
preme law of the land and supersedes 
any federal statutes to the contrary. 


Brazen: Secretary of 
Homeland Security Alejandro 
Mayorkas has repeated! 
assured Congress t 

border is under contro 
which is technically true: It’s 
controlled by drug cartels, 
the Chinese Communist 
Party, and the UN-supported 
NGOs spurring on the waves 


of 


illegal immigrants. 


The response in the sycophantic media 
was immediate and telling. As noted 
above, the Philadelphia Inquirer invoked 
Fort Sumter and urged Biden to federal- 
ize the Texas National Guard. Meanwhile, 
less histrionic but no less pro-radical-left 
Mother Jones opined: 


Texas’ response to the Supreme 
Court order has been alarming. Ab- 
bott issued a statement stating that 
“Tt]he federal government has bro- 
ken the compact between the United 
States and the States.” Compact the- 
ory was championed by John C. Cal- 
houn, one of the staunchest defenders 
of slavery. It essentially views states 
as “independent sovereigns” that are 
free to reject federal authority. It was 
used to justify the “nullification” of 
federal laws and, ultimately, seces- 
sion from the union by Southern 
States... 

Article I, § 10, Clause 3 of the 
Constitution declares that “no State 
shall, without the Consent of Con- 
gress ... engage in War, unless ac- 
tually invaded, or in such imminent 
Danger as will not admit of delay.” 
In this case, Texas is not being in- 
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vaded. Migrants, many of whom 
have legitimate claims of asylum, 
presenting themselves at the border 
is not an invasion. Illegal border 
crossings are something that occurs 
under every administration and does 
not constitute an invasion.... Texas 


is inviting a constitutional crisis by 
signaling that it is prepared to ignore 
the Supreme Court if it does not get 
its way.... The radical and danger- 
ous legal theories being advanced by 
Texas previously provoked a Civil 
War and have been broadly rejected 
for more than a century. 


Ah, yes, the old “nullification will lead to 
Civil War” canard. The fact that “radical 
and dangerous legal theories” that “have 
been broadly rejected for more than a 
century” are being invoked is irrelevant 
to both the law and the facts of the case. 
The very word “federal,” from Latin foe- 
dus, “covenant,” implies that the federal 
government, having been brought into 
being by a compact among the sovereign 
states, is ultimately inferior to them, and 
more than a century of judicial precedent 
affirming federal supremacy does not 
alter that fact. The American Civil War 
was fought not to “settle” a legal and 
constitutional issue by force (as if that 
were even possible in any context of just 
and limited federal powers), but because, 
even in Lincoln’s day, understanding of 
the constitutionally subordinate role of 
the federal government was insufficient. 
The facts, as the now-vilified John Cal- 
houn and many other 1 8th- and 19th-cen- 
tury statesmen once understood, are that 
the federal government is not above the 
Constitution, nor the states strictly bound 
to obey its edicts regardless of consti- 
tutionality. Of course, the Left has no 
problem with American states and cities 
nullifying immigration laws by declaring 
“sanctuary” cities where local law en- 
forcement refuses to cooperate with, and 
even hampers the efforts of, federal im- 
migration authorities. But in such cases, 
nullification serves the interests of the 
Left, whereas a defiant, deep-red Texas 
plainly does not. 

For now, the Biden administration ap- 
pears to have backed down and averted 
a more overt showdown, pending further 
Supreme Court action. But the Supreme 
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Court, acquiescent as judiciaries tend to 
be to precedent, will probably rule against 
Texas again, and in less ambiguous terms. 


Impeachment 
Meanwhile, in the wake of the spectacu- 
lar failure of the first Mayorkas impeach- 
ment vote, the Biden administration and 
its radical Left enablers are jubilant and 
emboldened. For it seems not only is there 
no judicial recourse for the travesty at the 
border, but no congressional remedy ei- 
ther. Of the three hard “no” votes among 
the reliably self-destructive GOP, one of 
them was cast by Wisconsin representative 
Mike Gallagher, the most visible detrac- 
tor of China in the House. Gallagher has 
been stridently warning for years about 
Chinese espionage on American soil; only 
last September he told Fox News, “The 
CCP has continued its relentless espionage 
campaign against America. We are slowly 
waking up to it. But we’re just beginning to 
scratch the surface in terms of this activity 
on American soil.” Yes, and the news lately 
is full of reports of the massive numbers 
of Chinese immigrants pouring across the 
border, along with the devastating fentanyl 
crisis being driven by Chinese suppliers. 
Gallagher doubtless is well aware of all 
of this, yet he singlehandedly deep-sixed 
the Mayorkas impeachment by not reveal- 
ing his intention to vote against it (at least 
the other two dissentients indicated their 
choice publicly before the vote). 
Undeterred, the House did succeed in 
impeaching Mayorkas with a second vote, 
this time with the cancer-stricken Steve 
Scalise in attendance. The margin was 214- 
213, with the same three GOP congress- 
men, apparently unmoved by angry con- 
stituents, siding with a united Democratic 
caucus. Senate Majority Leader Chuck 
Schumer has already announced his inten- 
tion to try Mayorkas in the Senate, smugly 
secure in the knowledge that Senate Demo- 
crats will protect their own, and Mayorkas 
and his border project will remain in place. 
So we have come to a critical pass at 
aptly named Eagle Pass — whether or not 
there can be any remedy for an adminis- 
tration so bent on bringing about radical 
revolutionary redemption that it is willing 
to illegally, and with clear malice afore- 
thought, import millions upon millions 
of illegal aliens (many of them with clear 
criminal or subversive intent) in hopes 
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It’s certainly no accident that this crisis is unfolding 
in the shadow of the MAGA movement, which the 
American radical Left-Deep State axis of control views 
as an existential threat to its long-laid plans for national 


subversion. 


Falling short: Representative Mike Gallagher (R-Wis.), supposedly the House’s top expert on 
China, nonetheless helped to sink the first Mayorkas impeachment vote — despite the open 
border’s role in facilitating the China-engineered fentanyl crisis and huge numbers of illegal and 
unvetted Chinese immigrants. 


of bringing about the dissolution of the 
Republic by demographic overload. And 
make no mistake about it: This is precisely 
what they intend to do. And it’s certainly 
no accident that this crisis is unfolding 
in the shadow of the MAGA movement, 
which the American radical Left-Deep 
State axis of control views as an existen- 
tial threat to its long-laid plans for national 
subversion. 
Unfortunately, 
unlike other, less- 
subtle instruments 
of national betrayal, 
such as selling mili- 
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sion by illegal immigrants from hostile 
regimes in Asia, Africa, and the Middle 
East is proving too diffuse a crime for ju- 
dicial remedy and too politically charged 
for resolution via an act of Congress. In 
the end, perhaps only good old-fashioned 
state and local defiance of this orches- 
trated insanity will suffice. But don’t ex- 
pect Biden’s fanatical minions to give up 
without a fight. 
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BORDER 


BUSING 


by Rebecca Terrell 


he New American senior edi- 

| tor Rebecca Terrell recently 
interviewed a driver for one 

of the bus companies contracted 
with the state of Texas to transport 
illegal immigrants from the southern 
border to sanctuary cities. Below is 
part of the interview, with the driv- 
er’s identity concealed for privacy 
purposes. 


The New American: 
How many trips did 
you make with illegals 
aboard? 

Driver: I only made one 
run. When I got back, I said to my- 
self, “I’m not doing that again.” 


TNA: Did you feel unsafe? 

Driver: No. There were two unarmed guards with me. They 
were from TEMA, the Texas Emergency Management Agen- 
cy. The state of Texas contracts with a company called Wynne 
Transportation, and Wynne subcontracts with bus companies. 

Irefused any more runs like that because I’m a native Texan, 
and I don’t like what’s happening. I’m not opposed to people 
coming to the United States, but do it the right way. 

But I remember the guards who were with me saying, “This 
is kinda sketchy.” There were 35 people on my bus. Five of 
them were women, and 30 were men. All were single — no 
families. I’m not sure exactly where they were from, but all 
were Hispanic. 


TNA: Did you quit because of it? 

Driver: No. Once I told management that I would no longer do 
out-of-state runs, they simply didn’t give me any more work. 
They benched me. 


TNA: How was this assignment different than others? 

Driver: Other assignments were charter buses for schools, 
churches, weddings, typical chauffeur stuff. But this was dif- 
ferent. They send you to one of the border towns, you get a 
hotel room, and you stay there until you get a text message 
explaining when and where to do the pickup. That’s also when 
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you find out where you’re going. 

In my case, I got to El Paso 
on a Monday and went to my 
hotel. I stayed there Tuesday. On 
Wednesday morning, I finally 
got the text to go pick up. There 
was no explanation for the delay. 
After pick-up, it took only nine 
hours to get to the destination. I 
stayed in a hotel that night and 
drove back the next day. 


TNA: Describe El Paso. 
Driver: The authorities provide 
blankets, bottles of water and 
MREs [military, ready-to-eat 
meals]. They were herding [the 
immigrants] through like cattle. 
In just one day, there were 20 
buses scheduled to pick up in 
that one city. Each bus holds 50 people, so do the math. And it’s 
my understanding that these bus companies are getting $25,000 
per busload. 


The New American 


TNA: What was your destination? 

Driver: I drove from El Paso to Colorado and dropped my 
passengers off at a Quality Inn hotel. It seemed that the hotel 
was hired out for that purpose. There was a sort of tent city on 
a side street. I don’t know if that was just typical homeless, or 
if it was the immigrants. 


TNA: Did any of your co-workers refuse the work? 

Driver: It pays good money — $340 per day plus mileage — 
so they’re running 24/7. They’re getting a lot more money for 
these trips than for normal charters. 


TNA: Do you question Governor Greg Abbott’s methods? 
Driver: Yes and no. Yes, because he’s allowing the border to 
stay open. No, because other places need to see what happens 
when you are overrun with illegal immigrants. 


TNA: Are you glad you made the decision to stop driving them? 
Driver: Was the money great? Absolutely. Could it have helped 
me solve a lot of my problems? Absolutely. But I was taught 
a long time ago, integrity is everything. And if you don’t have 
integrity, you don’t have anything. Ml 
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POLITICS 


CO. PIPELINES 


Trampling on Property Rights & Local Control 


Farmers across the Midwest are having their property rights threatened by big CO» 
pipeline companies. Here we look at ways people can fight back. 


by Steve Kenkel 


arning: Local elected officials 
and landowners, your ability to 
protect the public and preserve 


private-property rights is under siege! If 
you choose to sit tight, watch from afar, 
and hope someone else will fight carbon- 
capture pipelines, you may wake up one 
day and find that the tools officials pres- 
ently have in their toolbox to protect 
county home rule and enact local zoning 
ordinances will be things of the past. For 
ordinary landowners, the freedoms and 
rights you take for granted will also be in 
jeopardy. 

I know because I’ve been fighting this 
battle for nearly two years. I have been 
surprised and disappointed that so many 
county supervisors throw up their hands 
and say, “There’s not much we can do. 
This is a federal pipeline; it’s just going to 


Steve Kenkel is a county supervisor for 
Shelby County, Iowa. 
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happen.” But county supervisors are em- 
powered to protect and preserve the rights, 
privileges, and property of the county and 
its residents, and to preserve and improve 
the peace, safety, health, welfare, comfort, 
and conveniences of its residents. They 
just need to try! 

The general public and local landown- 
ers often wrongly believe that county 
supervisors can prevent carbon-capture 
corporations from being granted eminent 
domain over the land of others. However, 
in Iowa, counties have no authority to 
grant or deny eminent domain for CO, 
and other hazardous pipelines. That au- 
thority rests solely with the Iowa Utilities 
Board (IUB). Iowa law instead empowers 
supervisors with the local tools of county 
home rule and zoning power to protect 
their citizens. High-pressure, hazardous 
CO, pipelines and sequestration projects 
are lining up around our nation to trample 
on our constitutionally protected property 
rights and the local tools we have long 
used to protect them. Greed and a sense of 


entitlement by wealthy and politically in- 
fluential investors seeking to capitalize on 
billions in federal tax credits are causing a 
stampede of CO, pipelines racing toward 
the finish line in the Midwest. 

The federal Inflation Reduction Act, 
passed in August 2022, increased these 
tax credits from $50 to $85 per ton for 
carbon permanently stored underground, 
further exacerbating the mad dash to 
build private pipelines for corporate prof- 
it at public expense. This almost literally 
amounts to throwing money down a hole, 
and one day we will recognize it as an 
epic boondoggle. 

We have one shot to stop this corporate 
cronyism and theft of our private property. 
Putting CO) in a pipeline and transporting 
it thousands of miles across other people’s 
land only to bury it makes no sense and 
serves no public purpose. However, if they 
are successful, it will set a bad precedent 
and open a floodgate that could forever 
change property rights in our nation. 

I am completing my 11th year as a su- 
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pervisor — as well as my last two years 
as the chairperson — of Shelby County in 
western Iowa. I’ma fifth-generation farm- 
er living on our family farm. If you told me 
just three years ago that a hazardous CO, 
pipeline project, whose sole justification 
is “saving” the ethanol industry, would at- 
tempt to force its way through a county 
that doesn’t even have an ethanol plant, 
I wouldn’t have believed it. This pipeline 
serves no public purpose and provides no 
service or benefits to my county’s resi- 
dents. Boy, have my eyes been opened. I 
never anticipated this assault on rural life, 
local control, and our federal Constitution. 

The company proposing the hazardous 
pipeline in my county did not even coordi- 
nate with our board of supervisors before 
announcing its proposed route. We seem 
to have been the last to know, and it ap- 
pears they planned it that way. 

In October 2021, Summit Carbon So- 
lutions announced plans to build a high- 
pressure, hazardous CO, pipeline through 
29 counties in Iowa. Since then, five coun- 
ties have passed land-use and zoning or- 
dinances to help mitigate the health risks 
and protect their growth areas for future 
economic development 
projects, especially hous- 
ing development. Four of 
those counties have had 
lawsuits filed against them 
by the pipeline companies 
challenging their tradition- 
al local zoning powers. 
These lawsuits are likely 
intended to intimidate su- 
pervisors and forestall the 
adoption of similar ordi- 
nances by other counties. 

In November 2022, 
Shelby County became 
the first to pass such an 
ordinance in Iowa. It re- 
quires pipeline companies 
to comply with setbacks 
from cities, residents, 
schools, hospitals, parks, 
animal confinements, and 
other locations. The ordi- 
nance also requires land- 
owners to apply for a con- 
ditional use permit before 
signing an easement with 
the pipeline company. This 
allows for verification of 
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compliance with the required setbacks, 
and ensures all parts of the ordinance are 
followed. 

Iowa law, in the statute governing the 
approval and routing of pipelines at the 
state level, requires all pipeline compa- 
nies petitioning for a permit to “state the 
relationship of the proposed project to the 
present and future land-use and zoning 
ordinances.” That’s all it says. All a pipe- 
line company must do to comply is work 
with county supervisors to obtain zoning 
permits before proposing a route to the 
IUB. It’s not impossible or even difficult 
to obtain both state and local permits. The 
pipeline companies must obtain dozens of 
other federal, state, and local permits for 
such a huge project. 

Shelby County’s local land-use policies 
have been on the books for 25 years. Its 
1998 comprehensive plan states the impor- 
tance to the county of ensuring that cities 
can continue to develop unimpeded in the 
buffer zone surrounding their boundaries. 
That’s why the zoning ordinance requires 
all industrial users (including pipelines) to 
submit an application to the county for a 
conditional use permit if they seek to con- 


“OUR TEAM IS DEDICATED TO 


WORKING WITH LANDOWNERS TO 
ADDRESS CONCERNS AND REACH A 
MUTUALLY AGREEABLE PATH. THIS 
HAS LED TO A HIGHER PERCENTAGE OF 
ROW ACQUISITION, REFLECTING OUR 
COMMITMENT TO PROGRESS AND 


COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP.” 


~ Summit Carbon Solutions CEO Lee Blank 


Sounds good: Pipeline companies such as Summit Carbon Solutions try to paint 
a rosy picture of what they’re doing, as if they’re concerned with property rights. 
Farmers and small towns tell a different story. 


struct a pipeline in any agricultural-zoned 
area of Shelby County. The purpose of this 
regulation is to protect economic develop- 
ment areas around our cities and promote 
economic growth, especially new housing 
development. Without these two-mile buf- 
fer zones, our county risks losing out on 
future economic growth, leading to a stag- 
nant or declining tax base. Obviously, this 
isn’t good for property owners, taxpayers, 
businesses, or the county. 

Summit Carbon’s proposed pipeline 
doesn’t just violate the county’s two-mile 
setback; the proposed route also comes 
within 131 feet of the City of Earling. Ear- 
ling’s mayor and city council have filed 
objections with the IUB, requesting the 
pipeline be moved to honor the county set- 
backs and reduce health risks if a rupture 
should occur. The city also objected that 
no public notice was issued to the city by 
the pipeline company. Except in the case 
of a bigger city such as Bismarck, North 
Dakota, Summit is likely to ignore all re- 
quests by local governments to change the 
proposed route. 

Just days after Shelby County approved 
its hazardous liquid pipeline ordinance, 
Summit Carbon Solutions 
filed a federal lawsuit 
against the county claim- 
ing the ordinance is pre- 
empted by state and fed- 
eral law. While Summit 
representatives attended 
three of the four public 
hearings on the zoning 
ordinance, the company 
never filed comments — 
except for a brief letter on 
an earlier proposed ordi- 
nance — or voiced an ob- 
jection to the setbacks in 
the ordinance. In February 
2023, Summit also filed a 
federal injunction request- 
ing a temporary stay pre- 
venting the county from 
enforcing its ordinance. In 
July, a federal judge grant- 
ed Summit’s request until 
a final decision is made on 
the preemption issues. 

The injunction ruling 
found the ordinance’s 
setbacks are likely to be 
preempted under state 
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law, but it did not find the setbacks pre- 
empted under federal law as the pipeline 
company had urged. Shelby County has 
appealed the injunction ruling to the 8th 
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals and hopes 
to prevail in the overreaching litigation 
being brought against the county. The sole 
goal of the county is to use its traditional 
land-use and zoning authority to protect its 
residents’ safety, property, and economic 
well-being. The county has had such au- 
thority from the Iowa Legislature since 
the 1950s. 

These issues are also arising in other 
states in the pipeline footprint. In Septem- 
ber 2023, the South Dakota Public Utility 
Commission (PUC) denied a request by 
Navigator CO, Ventures, another pipeline 
company, to preempt county ordinances. 
Because Summit had also requested that 
the PUC preempt local ordinances, the 
company attempted to withdraw its re- 
quest but was unable to show that it could 
comply with a local county ordinance. 
As a result, Summit’s permit application 
in South Dakota was also denied. Claims 
by these pipeline companies that federal 
law preempts local zoning ordinances also 
ring hollow. In a September 15, 2023 let- 
ter to Summit Carbon Solutions CEO Lee 
Blank, the federal Pipeline and Hazardous 
Material Safety Administration (PHMSA) 
clarified its authority over siting and rout- 
ing, stating it “continues to support and 
encourage all three levels of government 
— federal, state, and local — working col- 
laboratively to ensure the nation’s pipeline 
systems are constructed and operated in a 
manner that protects public safety and the 
environment.” 

PHMSA also stated that “the responsi- 
bility for siting new carbon dioxide pipe- 
lines rests largely with the individual states 
and counties through which the pipelines 
will operate and is governed by state and 
local law.” The agency further clarified 
that “local governments have traditionally 
exercised broad powers to regulate land 
use, including setback distances and prop- 
erty development that includes develop- 
ment in the vicinity of pipelines. Nothing 
in the federal pipeline safety law impinges 
on these traditional prerogatives of local 
— or state — government, so long as of- 
ficials do not attempt to regulate the field 
of pipeline safety.” Indeed, PHMSA stated 
it has seen localities consider measures 


www. TheNewAmerican.com 


Property rights are being challenged nationwide. If it 
can happen in one of the most conservative states 
in the Midwest, it can happen in your state. Having a 
Republican governor and legislature is no guarantee 
against the risk of proposed CO, pipeline projects 


entering your state. 
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Fighting back: Landowners in the Midwest are taking action to prevent CO, pipelines from 
defiling their property. They’re seeing some success, with several permit applications already 


being denied. 


such as restricting land use and develop- 
ment along pipeline rights-of-way through 
zoning, setbacks, and similar measures. 
Even a federal agency admits that locali- 
ties have primary authority over land use 
regarding carbon-capture pipelines. 

I want to help others who are concerned 
about this issue. That’s why I have laid out 
a 12-point checklist of what local officials 
can do to better prepare themselves for the 
complex challenges they will face when 
implementing local land-use and zoning 
ordinances, and what they can do to better 
educate community leaders and the public 
about the risks of CO, pipelines: 

1. Revise or implement a land-use and 
zoning ordinance to include hazardous 
liquid pipelines with setbacks. Land-use 
and zoning ordinances protect the county’s 


land-use intentions, especially for growth 
areas such as industrial parks and housing 
development. Protecting the growth of a 
county’s tax base spreads out the property 
tax burden among a larger pool of property 
owners, thus keeping property tax levies 
low. Setbacks can also protect neighbor- 
ing residents from CO) releases. To im- 
plement this, consult with an experienced 
land-use and zoning attorney. 

2. Obtain legal counsel for intervention 
in your state utility commission regula- 
tory permit proceedings. When your state 
considers issuing a CO, pipeline permit, 
legal representation is vital to commu- 
nicate your position, concerns, and local 
laws. If you are not at the table, you are 
on the menu. 

3. Organize an intervention team of the 
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counties affected by the pipeline. Being 
proactive in recruiting other affected 
counties will lead to a unified coalition 
working together toward the same goals 
and addressing the same challenges — re- 
sulting in a stronger and more influential 
voice. Numbers matter! (Legal counsel 
recommended in point #2 can represent 
all counties, saving costs and redundancy.) 

4. Revise or implement county road- 
crossing and utility right-of-way permits 
to include hazardous pipelines. Pipeline 
companies must receive consent or ap- 
proval from county supervisors to cross 
county roads. Making sure your right-of- 
way permits are up to date is essential. 
Are your bonding requirements and fee 
charges appropriate? Will you allow your 
roads to be open cut, or will boring be re- 
quired? These up-front decisions can save 
taxpayer dollars on the back end. 

5. Hire an experienced pipeline inspec- 
tor for your county during pipeline con- 
struction. Do not try doing this in-house 
with county personnel. This is a big job, 
requiring expertise in pipeline construc- 
tion, dealing with pipeline contractors, 
and a ton of documentation. Landowners 
depend on the inspector to protect their 
land and get it right. (Inspector costs will 
be reimbursed by the pipeline company.) 

6. Document the time and costs accrued 
by your county engineer addressing the 
pipeline project and road crossings. Pipe- 
line companies rely on county engineers 
for a lot of information relating to road 
crossings, inspections, and permitting. 


Pipeline companies — not local taxpayers 
— should bear the costs. 

7. Communicate the proposed route 
with cities, local utility companies, rural 
water districts, and wind and solar com- 
panies within your county. Many assume 
their local municipalities, utilities, and 
agencies are served notice of these pro- 
posed projects. In reality, they often aren’t, 
leaving them racing to protect their resi- 
dents and customers before it’s too late. 
Proactively communicating with them al- 
lows ample time to submit objections and 
concerns with the state utility board. 

8. Serve notice to your county emer- 
gency management commission of the pro- 
posed route and cities affected. These first 
responders are our friends and neighbors. 
They are here to protect us, but they must 
understand the health risks and safety con- 
cerns from the very beginning. (Most rural 
counties have emergency response volun- 
teers, and they need time to assess their 
base and equipment needed.) 

9. Help organize informed public meet- 
ings for affected landowners. Property 
owners are greatly affected by these pipe- 
lines. They depend on our leadership to 
help educate them about their rights and 
how the process works. Holding public 
meetings also creates an opportunity to 
build trust between property owners and 
elected officials. 

10. Continually update your board of 
supervisors and the public of your con- 
cerns and pipeline progress at county 
meetings. Keeping the board and public 


Speak out: The best way to fight CO, pipelines 
and other assaults on property rights is to get 
educated, get organized, and get involved at the 
local and county levels. 
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updated helps everyone understand the 
process, what is working, and what is not. 
Adequate communication is essential. 

11. Work closely with your economic 
development director and board to ensure 
development areas are protected, leading 
to future tax-base and population growth. 
If county supervisors don’t communicate 
directly with their economic development 
director, they risk undermining the county’s 
economic vision, potentially leading to a 
decline in population or future job growth. 

12. Encourage everyone with concerns 
about a proposed carbon-capture pipeline 
— from government entities to the public 
— to file objections with your state utility 
board. Numbers matter; getting more local 
people involved raises awareness and cre- 
ates more problem-solving conversations 
at the state level, resulting in more favor- 
able outcomes locally. (This documenta- 
tion is vital for establishing your case dur- 
ing the pipeline permit proceedings.) 

Most of the proposed CO, pipeline 
routes cross multiple states. Local officials 
and landowners should pay attention to 
these projects. Pipeline companies want 
local officials to believe their pipelines are 
safe and that counties play no role in the 
siting process. Property rights are being 
challenged nationwide. If it can happen in 
one of the most conservative states in the 
Midwest, it can happen in your state. Hav- 
ing a Republican governor and legislature 
is no guarantee against the risk of proposed 
CO) pipeline projects entering your state. 
Just look at what has happened in Iowa, Ne- 
braska, South Dakota, and North Dakota. 

Your immediate intention to respond is 
critical to protecting your county, proper- 
ty, and communities from these risky CO, 
pipelines. PHMSA’s recent letter should 
give local officials, including county su- 
pervisors and commissioners, encourage- 
ment to respond responsibly. 

It’s been said that life is 10 percent 
what happens to us, and 90 percent how 
we respond. Let’s respond appropriately 
to protect private-property rights and local 
control. 


The John Birch Society, the parent organization of 
this magazine, has been at the forefront in the fight 
against carbon-capture pipelines and is working to 
protect the property rights of farmers in the Midwest. 
For more information or to get involved, visit jbs.org/ 
agenda2030/farmers/. 
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What’s Stifling Nuclear Power? 


A scientific approach to assessing risks at nuclear power plants reveals that government 
has been hoodwinking the American public for years. It’s time for that to change. 


Bad omen: The United Nations bragged fh the recent CQP28 agreement signals-the 
“beginning of thelend of the fossi ee However, experts note that ditching fossil 
fuels portends an end to life as we — 2 


by Jeffrey Mahn and Rebecca Terrell 


‘ J irtue-signaling, global-warming 

zealots push their net-zero agen- 

da, determined to eliminate fos- 

sil fuels for the supposed goal of saving 
Mother Earth. 

UN Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres opened last November’s COP28 
climate-change conference by warning 
that this existential objective “is only pos- 
sible if we ultimately stop burning all fos- 
sil fuels.” 

“There really shouldn’t be any more 
coal-fired power plants permitted any- 


Jeffrey Mahn is a retired nuclear engineer who has 
worked in various capacities in the nuclear power 
industry as well as on the U.S. nuclear weapons pro- 
gram. Rebecca Terrell is a senior editor of The New 


American. 


Call 1-800-727-TRUE to subscribe today! 


where in the world,” agreed President Joe 
Biden’s climate czar, John Kerry. 

Neither they nor their COP28 cohorts 
offered scientific justification for their 
hackneyed proposals. They couldn’t; there 
isn’t any. 

Nevertheless, the year 2050 is their in- 
ternationally agreed-upon deadline based 
on the erroneous premise that carbon di- 
oxide is an atmospheric pollutant. On the 
contrary, scientists call it the “gas of life” 
that has a minuscule effect on Earth’s 
temperature. 

“Doubling CO, has virtually no effect on 
warming,” explained Dr. William Happer, 
Princeton University professor emeritus of 
physics, during an Institute of Public Affairs 
event last November. “What it will have an 
effect on is crop yields — a very benefi- 
cial effect. They would be increased con- 
siderably were CO, to double, the opposite 


being equally true, with less CO, reduc- 
ing crop yields. So, more food with in- 
creased CO, and less without it.” 
Obviously, international bureaucrats 
care nothing for scientific reality. Instead, 
they doggedly insist on crippling mankind 
by cutting off access to fossil fuels, which 
currently account for more than 80 per- 
cent of world energy production, accord- 
ing to the International Energy Agency. 
Together, wind and solar account for less 
than 12 percent of world energy produc- 
tion, per the Energy Institute’s 2023 Statis- 
tical Review of World Energy — and they 
are only able to supply that small amount 
with steep government subsidies, and only 
when the sun comes out or the wind hap- 
pens to be blowing at just the right speed. 
So-called fossil fuels built the modern 
industrial world, and so-called renew- 
ables are completely incapable of replac- 
ing them. Yet even though we don’t need 
a “zero-carbon solution,” because carbon 
dioxide is not dangerous, there is one en- 
ergy source at the ready that could replace 
most fossil fuels in short order. Nuclear 
power is that energy source. Unfortunate- 
ly, itis also the boogeyman of the environ- 
mentalist lobby, mainly because it works. 


The Safety of Nuclear Power 
The smear against nuclear power was given 
impetus in 1979 with the partial meltdown 
of a reactor at Pennsylvania’s Three Mile 
Island (TMI). It resulted in a grand total of 
zero deaths, zero injuries, and zero long- 
term adverse health effects from radiation. 
These are the official findings of the state’s 
Department of Health, which for 18 years 
monitored more than 30,000 people living 
within five miles of the plant. 

Japan’s Fukushima power plant tells 
a similar story, despite the fact that the 
earthquake that hit in 2011 was far greater 
in magnitude than the plant was rated to 
withstand, and that devastating tsunamis 
resulted in significant plant damage. The 
waves claimed thousands of lives, as did 
forced evacuations from the area around the 
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reactor, was built to make weapons-grade plutonium and lacked safeguards inherent in reactors 


designed to produce energy. 


power plant, but “no one was exposed to 
dangerous radiation doses,” not even emer- 
gency crews working at the plant, accord- 
ing to nuclear energy expert Rod Adams 
of Atomic Insights. (The Japanese govern- 
ment’s officially recognized death toll from 
radiation exposure is one — an unidentified 
man in his 50s, diagnosed with lung cancer 
in 2016, who died two years later. Japan’s 
Ministry of Health awarded his family 
compensatory damages.) 

The worst nuclear plant accident in his- 
tory occurred in 1986, with an explosion at 
Ukraine’s Chernoby] facility, which lacked 
the safeguards inherent in nuclear-reactor 
construction in the Western world. Official 
mortality estimates vary, from 31 deaths 
tallied by the International Atomic Energy 
Agency to fewer than 100 reported by the 
United Nations Scientific Committee on the 
Effects of Atomic Radiation (UNSCEAR). 
Despite much media and bureaucratic clam- 
oring to the contrary, UNSCEAR admits that 
the accident resulted in no long-term adverse 
health effects. “The worst accident in 70 
years of nuclear energy history is compa- 
rable to a plane crash,” writes Tomas Pueyo 
on his Uncharted Territories blog. 
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Notice that only three major accidents 
mar nuclear power’s history, which in- 
cludes 667 nuclear plants that have been 
built worldwide since 1951, according to 
the World Nuclear Association. In fact, 
the safety record of nuclear power eclips- 
es that of all other sources, including the 
much-younger media darlings of modern 
commercial wind and solar. 

Data compiled by Sana Kazilbash of 
Engineering.com tell the story. Based on a 
measurement of deaths per 1,000 terawatt- 
hours of electricity production, nuclear’s 
score is 90. Wind takes second place at 
150, and solar ranks third, with numbers 
ranging from 150 to 440, depending on 
the application. Hydro (1,400), natural gas 
(4,000), oil (36,000), and coal (100,000) 
can’t compare. 

Not only is nuclear the safest, but it is 
also the most efficient of all energy sources. 
“Capacity factor’ is the ratio of actual en- 
ergy produced to potential energy produc- 
tion at maximum output. Nuclear boasts a 
capacity factor of 93.5 percent, according 
to the U.S. Department of Energy. Natural 
gas is the closest competitor, at 56.8 per- 
cent. Capacity-factor percentages of other 
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energy sources are 47.5 (coal), 39.1 (hy- 
dropower), 34.8 (wind), and 24.5 (solar). 


Calculating Risk 

Despite its safety and efficiency records 
— unmatched by any other energy source 
— the perception of nuclear power as 
uniquely dangerous endures. What drives 
that irrational fear? 

One driver is the onerous regulatory 
burden placed on the nuclear industry, 
which convinces people that their fears 
are well-founded. Regulators in the Unit- 
ed States strive for an unrealistic “as low 
as reasonably achievable” (ALARA) goal, 
which embodies the fiction that any re- 
lease of radioactive material is unaccept- 
able, no matter how small. 

Associate Professor Robert B. Hayes 
of North Carolina State University’s De- 
partment of Nuclear Engineering calls it 
“fearmongering” to promote ALARA. 
“You cannot live without radiation,” he 
said ina YouTube short posted in January, 
offering the example of radioactive potas- 
sium, which our bodies require for proper 
cellular metabolism. 

Regardless, U.S. regulators demand 
that radiation levels from nuclear plant op- 
erations remain far below levels at which 
adverse health effects have been observed 
— in some cases below even natural back- 
ground radiation. (“Background” refers to 
radiation from sources such as the sun, 
soil, rocks, building materials, and potas- 
sium-40 in your own blood.) 

Regulators’ tool for perpetuating the 
irrational ALARA approach is called a 
Probabilistic Risk Assessment (PRA), a 
methodology that evaluates public risk 
associated with the operation of com- 
mercial nuclear power reactors. How- 
ever, this model is based largely on 
theoretical risk using inference and ex- 
trapolation, rather than a more realistic 
assessment based on actual risk observa- 
tions over the more than 70-year history 
of nuclear power. 

Indeed, the PRA for any given nuclear 
power plant instead references probabi- 
listic risk models developed from earlier 
reactor safety studies. The latter assume 
conservatively high radioactive material 
releases under severe accident conditions, 
even though actual experience proves 
these forecasts to be unrealistic. 

Another flaw of PRAs is that they are 
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based on the linear no-threshold (LNT) 
dose-response and collective-dose models 
for predicting cancer fatality risk. 

LNT is an oft-debunked hypothesis that 
asserts a linear relationship between radia- 
tion dose and the risk of adverse effects, 
with no threshold dose below which there 
is no risk. 

Its equally irrational cousin, the col- 
lective-dose model, adds up the doses 
received by each individual within a 
population to determine risk. In his 2005 
book Underexposed: What If Radiation 
Is Actually Good for You?, Ed Hiserodt 
explains collective dose by way of anal- 
ogy: “If 100 aspirins are a fatal dose for 
an individual, then when 100 people take 
one aspirin each, they have had a ‘collec- 
tive dose’ of 100 aspirins — therefore one 
of them is going to die.” 

Use of these models in nuclear plant 
PRAs immediately calls into question 
the realism of PRA risks. Regardless, 
based on PRAs, there are many complex 
regulations for nuclear energy facilities 
to prevent very unlikely events that 
could release small amounts of radioac- 
tive material. 

These regulations have hugely in- 
creased the costs of facility construction 
and operation. Such problems would dis- 


Energy dense: The U.S. 
Department of Energy reports 
that one seven-gram uranium 
pellet can generate as much 

energy as 17,000 cubic feet of 


natural gas, 120 gallons of oil, or eS ar 


one ton of coal. 
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appear should realistic risk probability cal- 
culations become the norm. 


Myth vs. Reality 

However, in conducting realistic calcula- 
tions, it must be noted that low probabil- 
ity events do occur despite best efforts to 
minimize their likelihood. Just because an 
event has an extremely low probability or 
frequency doesn’t mean it can’t happen 
today, tomorrow, or next week. It is not 
likely to happen, but neither are any other 
unlikely catastrophes (e.g., earthquakes, 
floods, tsunamis, etc.). 

Let’s take the accidents at TMI and Fu- 
kushima as examples. We know from these 
plants’ PRAs and from experience that (1) 
the observed probability of occurrence of 
some accidents is greater than assumed in 
plant PRAs, and (2) radiological conse- 
quences of these accidents were overesti- 
mated (i.e., latent radiation-induced cancers 
were overestimated relative to actual obser- 
vations, a fault of the LNT error). 

These observations led to the U.S. 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission’s 2012 
State-of-the-Art Consequence Analysis, 
which concluded that latent cancer fatal- 
ity risk from nuclear plant accidents is 
“millions of times lower than the general 
cancer fatality risk in the United States 


from all cancer causes,” even assuming 
the LNT model. 

In addition, the consequences of un- 
warranted public evacuations at both TMI 
and Fukushima were far more damaging 
to public health than was the release of 
radiation. 


Ignorance: More 

Dangerous Than Radiation 

The irrational ALARA approach, based 
on flawed LNT and collective-dose mod- 
els, fuels the entrenched anti-nuclear risk 
natrative among major media. They, in 
turn, continually stoke a frightened pub- 
lic, most of whom are accustomed to par- 
roting what they have heard rather than 
thinking critically. 

However, risks associated with complex 
technologies such as nuclear power are 
perceived by the public to be much higher 
than warranted. Once the anti-nuclear nar- 
rative is implanted, it’s extremely difficult 
to counteract erroneous beliefs with facts, 
especially when those trying to communi- 
cate facts are alleged by the biased media 
to be incompetent or corrupt. 

Determining what constitutes an “ac- 
ceptable” level of risk will seldom be 
without controversy, so the question is: 
For what level of risk should a nuclear 
power plant be designed? The answer to 
that question depends upon the answers to 
two additional questions: First, recalling 
nuclear power’s safety record in relation 
to other reliable power sources, what level 
of risk is society willing to accept to assure 
a supply of abundant and reliable electric- 
ity? Second, what cost is society willing to 
incur to guarantee only “tolerable” nuclear 
power plant damage from any conceivable 
risk (e.g., a meteor strike)? 

If society is unwilling to accept very 
low probability risks or bear the increased 
costs associated with bringing all conceiv- 
able risks into a nuclear power plant’s de- 
sign, then abundant and reliable electricity 
may one day become an historical artifact. 

To fully unlock the potential of the atom, 
it is crucial that the gap between perceived 
and actual risks is addressed. Policymakers 
and regulators must ensure that their deci- 
sions regarding nuclear power risks do not 
create greater risks elsewhere. In particular, 
they need to weigh the cost of unwarranted 
regulatory measures against the societal 
benefits provided by nuclear energy. Ml 
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Border Showdown 


The border crisis has become the No. 1 election- 
year issue and has triggered a standoff in Texas and 
an impeachment in Washington. 

(March 11, 2024) TNA240311 
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PRISONERS 


WEF24: Ramping 
Up Global Control 


This year’s annual meeting of 
the World Economic Forum 
in Davos claimed to be about 
“Rebuilding Trust.” It was 
really about strengthening the 
globalists’ control over humanity. 
(February 26, 2024) TNA240226 


America's Political 
Prisoners 


Oath Keeper Kelly Meggs is one 
of hundreds of U.S. citizens 
languishing in federal prisons. 
His story is an example of the 
political persecution they all 
endure. (February 12, 2024) 
TNA240212 


Phasing Out 
America 


As Western governments 
pledged ever-more suicidal 
“climate” policies at the UN 
COP28 summit, the communist, 
socialist, and Islamic regimes 
of the world made oil deals. 
(January 29, 2024) TNA240129 


Congressman Andy 
Biggs: Sounding 
the Alarm 


Representative Andy Biggs 
speaks candidly about many 
of the issues facing our 
country, including Biden's 
corruption, immigration, and 
China. (January 15, 2024) 
TNA240115 


How Can 
I Make a 


Difference? 


GETTING STARTED IS 
AS EASY AS 1,2,3. 


Sign up for JBS news 
and action alerts 
Contact your elected 
representatives 


Join The John 
Birch Society 


The Birth of 
Western 
Christendom 


The reign of Charles the Great, 
or Charlemagne, marked the 
birth of Western Christian 
Civilization and led to a cultural 
and literary renaissance in Europe. 
(December 25, 2023) TNA231225 
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ONE WOMAN'S QUEST TO 
RESTORE ELECTION INTEGRITY 


by Rebecca Terrell 


G Wi: were stuck at home, forced to be there, so we 
just decided we would start taking a look at it.” 
That is how Marly Hornik describes the first 
steps of her journey, which began during Covid lockdowns and 
could become the largest and most effective campaign in the 
country to expose and halt election fraud. 

She is now CEO of United Sovereign Americans (U.S.A.), 
a nationwide effort of volunteers who have compiled evidence 
that their individual states’ voter records are so flawed they do 
not meet accuracy standards required by law. Anticipating the 
upcoming November election, Hornik told The New American 
that U.S.A. plans this spring to file emergency litigation in 
several states “against the administration of a federal elec- 
tion using a system that’s incapable of providing a trustworthy 
result.” 

It’s been a whirlwind. Just five years ago, 
election fraud was hardly top-of-mind for this 
homeschooling mom and homesteader in the 
Hudson Valley of New York. Then 2020 hit, and 
she witnessed what she calls an “attack on the 
world.” Dissatisfied with simply sitting back 
and watching, she reached out to like-minded 
activists on social media. 

Her comments caught the attention of a 
group spearheading an election-inquiry initia- 
tive in her state. It was strictly grassroots, and 
“in a deep blue state like New York, we fig- 
ured there wouldn’t really be much to find,” 
she remembers. 

They were wrong. After reviewing records 
from the New York state voter-roll database 
(NYSVoter), they immediately noticed prob- 
lems. For instance, the total number of votes 
counted and certified in 2020 was “a quarter of 
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a million votes more than the number of qualified voters,” she 
said. “We found millions of registration records that didn’t seem 
to comport with clear laws.” 

At first believing the discrepancies to be anomalies, Hornik 
says, “it took a while before we realized we were looking at mil- 
lions of potential violations of the law within NYS Voter, which is 
part of our critical national security infrastructure and is required 
by federal law to be accurate.” 

So they formalized their organization, dubbing themselves 
New York Citizens Audit (NYCA). Hornik says the group is en- 
tirely nonpartisan. “We want a fair and accurate vote, no matter 
whether we end up red or blue.” 


NYCA 

In May of 2022, NYCA petitioned the state attorney general for 
a redress of grievances to decertify the 2020 general election in 
New York state. Signed by more than 5,000 residents and de- 


Rebecca Terrell interviews 
Marly Hornik 
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tailing 30 potential violations of state and 
federal election laws, the petition noted 
examples such as: 


a discrepancy of over a quarter of a 
million votes in the reporting totals 
published by the Secretary of State, 
Board of Elections, and precincts... 
1.9M registrations in the state voter 
rolls that are missing from the cor- 
responding county voter rolls. Over 
300,000 false duplicate registrations 
for single voters, many of which 
were utilized nefariously to double 
vote, an outright felony. 


In New York City alone they discovered 
254,000 unique registrations that had cast 
a vote in the 2020 general election, but 
those same votes were missing in state 
records. 

Considering the disparities, NYCA also 
sent its petition to the secretary of state 
and the state Board of Elections commis- 
sioners, as well as the heads of both the 
Republican and Democratic Parties and 
officials in 29 counties. They received no 
response aside from being blacklisted by 
even conservative groups. 

In only one case did NYCA receive a 
positive response. A volunteer arranged a 
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meeting with the New York State Police 
Special Investigations Unit. After a three- 
hour discussion, officers agreed that the 
evidence appeared both criminal and ur- 
gent. But because in 2017 then-President 
Barack Obama designated election sys- 
tems as critical national security infra- 
structure, the state did not have authority 
to open an inquiry. They had to turn the 
information over to the FBI. 

“That was June of 2022,” Hornik states. 
Nothing was done prior to the November 
2022 election, which was certified using 
the same system. 

Frustrated with the official non-re- 
sponse, NYCA brought another petition 
in 2023 for a full audit of the 2022 general 
election. In addition to the officials they 
approached in 2021, they are currently 
bringing their evidence to town councils 
across the state. 

Further reviews have revealed “5.1 mil- 
lion apparent violations of black letter law 
regarding unique registration in NYS Vot- 
er,” Hornik explains. (“Black letter law” 
means well-established and indisputable 
legal rules.) “There are 745,000 votes cast 
in 2022 that don’t qualify as eligible. Yet 
according to federal standards of accuracy 
for certification of federal elections, the 
State Board of Elections was allowed to 
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certify only if they had no more than 48 
ballots in error statewide.” 

Could these ineligible votes be mere 
mistakes? NYCA’s director of research, 
Dr. Andrew Paquette, had the data triple 
peer-reviewed and published the group’s 
findings in the Journal of Information 
Warfare. He reported that algorithms ap- 
pear to be hidden within and are corrupt- 
ing NYSVoter. On NYCA’s website, Au- 
ditNY.com, Hornik sums up the findings: 


We have uncovered ... the clear 
presence of algorithmic patterns we 
reverse engineered from within the 
state’s own official records.... There 
is no known innocent purpose or ex- 
planation for why these algorithms 
exist. I am told by cyber-intelligence 
experts that they indicate a “Total 
Loss of Control” data breach rec- 
ognized by our federal government. 
The law says it renders the affected 
NYSVoter database completely un- 
trustworthy. 


The “Total Loss of Control” designation is 
defined in standards of the U.S. Computer 
Emergency Readiness Team (US-CERT) 
and indicates that not only is a system 
destroyed, but recovery is not possible. 
However, Hornik says, even though the 
presence of algorithms is “a huge find- 
ing, it’s not the kind of thing that could 
possibly get adjudicated before the 2024 
election, so I don’t focus on it.” 

What can be adjudicated are the mil- 
lions of apparently invalid registrations 
and massive vote discrepancies that 
NYCA has found. “The impact of errors 
in 2022 shows that no one knows what the 
true election outcome was,” Hornik ex- 
plains. “At the time of certification of the 
2022 election, the registration database 
had a minimum error rate of 14 percent, 
and the voting error rate was 12 percent.” 

These numbers are particularly aston- 
ishing when compared to the margin of 
victory in various New York congression- 
al districts (e.g., District 17 had a 0.6 per- 
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cent margin) and to the legal standard of 
allowable error for federal elections of 
0.0008 percent, per Federal Election Com- 
mission specifications. 

Hornik also points out the impact of 
these data on the national census. Accord- 
ing to the U.S. Census Bureau’s website, 
that agency has collected data on the 
number and characteristics of voters after 
every national election since 1964. The 
counts affect federal funding, representa- 
tion in Congress, and Electoral College 
votes. “Is New York State defrauding the 
United States by inflating its voter rolls?” 
posits Hornik. 


TROs 

What is the solution? “TROs,” is Hornik’s 
simple reply. TRO is an acronym for tem- 
porary restraining order, an injunction to 
prevent the administration and certifica- 
tion of an election using a faulty system 
such as the one that NYCA believes it has 
uncovered. 

The rationale is that, even though the 
federal government has no authority to 
dictate the time and place or manner of 
federal elections, civil rights laws pro- 
tect database integrity. Hornik invokes 
three laws: the Voting Rights Act of 1965 
(VRA), the National Voter Registration 
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Act of 1993 (NVRA), and the Help Amer- 
ica Vote Act of 2002 (HAVA). 

“NVRA says that if you believe your 
right of suffrage has either been denied 
or abridged in any way, or if you believe 
it is about to be denied or abridged in 
any way, you should file a TRO,” Hornik 
explains. “Don’t let them close the deal 
until your concerns have been adjudi- 
cated.” NVRA also dictates that regis- 
tration and voting data must be accurate, 
and the other laws provide further civil 
rights protections. 

Hornik says this emergency litigation 
process is not something that will take 
years. “We’re not asking for a rehash 
of previous elections,” Hornik relates. 
“We’re calling the voting system into 
question because it can’t produce accurate 
results or meet the standard of the law. So 
either they bring it up to standard, or we 
use hand-counted paper ballots.” 


U.S.A. 

“What if we lose in New York?” In the 
summer of 2022, that was a nagging ques- 
tion on the minds of Hornik and some 
2,000 volunteers who make up NYCA. 
Their answer came after Hornik presented 
the group’s findings at “The Pit,” a confer- 
ence sponsored by True the Vote in Au- 


gust of that year. Afterward, “many states 
reached out to duplicate our efforts.” 

“We knew NYCA wasn’t enough; we 
needed a national organization. So we 
formed United Sovereign Americans,” 
Hornik states. Currently, 27 states are in- 
volved, each finding egregious error rates 
in voting systems, registration records, 
and vote counts, none of which meet law- 
ful accuracy requirements. Hornik gives 
the example of Illinois, where “more than 
2 million people registered to vote after 
they cast votes.” 

Eleven of these states are ready to file 
suit, which Hornik expects to happen in late 
March or early April. They involve nine 
federal circuits, and should U.S.A. receive 
opposing rulings in two different circuits, 
“it could force the litigation to the Supreme 
Court in advance of the 2024 election.” 

States in which U.S.A. lawsuits succeed 
will have to rectify their problems, even to 
the point of throwing out current data and 
building from the ground up. 

If, in what Hornik calls a “worst case 
scenario,” no suits make it to SCOTUS, 
and the powers that be administer the 
election, “at least we have established 
standing.” That means they can lawfully 
challenge certification of the election and/ 
or hold accountable the individuals who 
certify despite the legal challenges. 

Hornik would like to see representatives 
from every state get involved. She invites 
those interested to visit U.S.A.’s website, 
Unite4Freedom.com, and emphasizes that 
the audit process is “fairly easy, especially 
when you have a team.” She also needs the 
help of attorneys; though many have al- 
ready expressed confidence in the urgency 
and airtightness of the cases, the litigation 
process is time-consuming and costly. 

Hornik asks for prayers, too, acknowl- 
edging that success depends on the help of 
the Creator who grants the rights that gov- 
ernment is supposed to defend, not defile. 

“T believe we’ll succeed, but we need 
everyone involved,” Hornik states. “No 
one else is doing this. We’re going to lose 
our country if we don’t move quickly.” Ml 
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Joy on Wheels 


In Tucson, Arizona, Frank Powers has 
turned his lifelong passion for art and 
literature into The Comic Bookmobile, 
KGUN 9 reported. Since its inception in 
2018, this charming initiative has seen 
Powers hitting the streets in his vin- 
tage 1969 Volkswagen Bus, spreading 
joy and creativity to children across the 
city. What started as a personal dream 
born from Powers’ love for cartoons and 
stand-up comedy has blossomed into a 
full-fledged movement dedicated to em- 
powering young minds. 

Drawing from his own experiences and 
artistic journey, Powers sets up vibrant 
and interactive stations at schools and 
public events. From coloring sessions to 
drawing lessons and even puppet shows, 
every activity is designed not just for en- 
tertainment, but also to instill a sense of 
confidence and self-belief in the young 
participants. 

For Powers, The Comic Bookmobile 
is more than just a mobile art studio — 
it’s a platform for addressing impor- 
tant issues such as bullying and mental 
health. Through his engaging sessions, 
he encourages children to believe in 
themselves and their abilities, remind- 
ing them that they have the power to 
achieve their dreams with determination 
and perseverance. 

Powers is aiming for bigger horizons. 
He’s taken to YouTube to extend his 
reach, and hopes to one day pitch a tele- 
vision show that embodies the spirit of 
educational classics such as Mister Ro- 
gers’ Neighborhood. His ultimate goal? 
To inspire and lift up children across the 
nation, spreading joy and self-confidence 
wherever his colorful bus travels. 

Library events hold a special place in 
Powers’ heart, and he finds them to be 
among the most rewarding experiences on 
his journey. Looking ahead, he’s gearing up 
to attend prominent events such as the Tuc- 
son Festival of Books and the Wild Wild 
West Steampunk Convention at Casino Del 
Sol, eager to continue his mission of ignit- 
ing creativity and positivity in young hearts 
everywhere. With each stop along his route, 
Powers brings smiles, laughter, and a whole 
lot of inspiration. 
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Crocheted Connection 


Garden City, New York, natives Kelly 
and Jake Levine embarked on a nerve- 
wracking journey with their five-month- 
old daughter, Romey, as they prepared to 
fly to Mexico for a New Year’s vacation. 
Like any new parents, they were anxious 
about how their little one would fare dur- 
ing the long flight. However, it was the 
return trip that unexpectedly turned into 
a heartwarming encounter, ABC 7 News 
reported. 

During the flight home, Romey became 
entranced by a fellow passenger across the 
aisle who was skillfully crocheting. Mes- 
merized by the woman’s hands moving 
rhythmically, Romey remained calm and 
captivated throughout the journey. The 
woman, 49-year-old Meegan Rubin of 
Pennsylvania, noticed the baby’s interest, 
and realized that the yarn she was using 
matched Romey’s outfit. 

With an hour left on the flight, Rubin 
decided to channel her newfound hobby 
into a heartwarming gesture. She began 
crafting a beanie for Romey using the 
matching yarn, determined to surprise 
the family with her handmade gift upon 
landing. 

The moment was captured by Romey’s 
mom and shared on TikTok, quickly gar- 
nering viral attention and touching the 
hearts of millions worldwide. 

Rubin, who had taken up crocheting 
during the Covid pandemic, explained 
that she couldn’t resist the opportunity to 
bring joy to the adorable baby. Crochet- 
ing had become a therapeutic escape for 
her during challenging times, offering a 
sense of peace and fulfillment in creating 
something beautiful out of a simple strand 
of yarn. 

For Kelly, Jake, and Meegan, this en- 
counter served as a reminder of the power 
of kindness and human connection, leav- 
ing a lasting impression of warmth and 
goodwill long after the flight had ended. 


Small Hands, Big Heart 


Davenee Jaramillo, a compassionate 
second grader in the Levelland Inde- 
pendent School District, west of Lub- 
bock, Texas, embarked on a mission to 


THE GOODNESS OF AMERICA 


spread kindness to those experiencing 
homelessness in her community. Moved 
by empathy and a desire to make a dif- 
ference, seven-year-old Davenee used 
her allowance and rallied community 
support to create goodie bags filled with 
essential items. 

Driven by a genuine concern for oth- 
ers, Davenee felt compelled to act after 
witnessing homelessness firsthand. On 
January 4, with the support of her family, 
she set out to assemble 100 care packag- 
es, each containing vital supplies such as 
food, socks, toiletries, and more. Willing 
to put up $20 from her own bank account, 
Davenee reached out for help through a 
heartfelt video plea. 

Through the generosity of family, 
friends, and kind-hearted strangers, Dav- 
enee’s fundraising efforts exceeded all 
expectations, raising between $700 and 
$800. Buoyed by this outpouring of sup- 
port, Davenee and her family eagerly set 
to work, transforming their living room 
into a makeshift assembly line to pack the 
bags with care. 

Their distribution efforts spanned mul- 
tiple locations, including local police sta- 
tions and a transitional homeless shelter 
called Grace Campus. 

“We loaded her up in a trailer and we 
put the blankets in the bags,” Davenee’s 
mother, Debbie, told USA Today. “She 
just immediately was in her element, just 
handing out and talking to people. It was 
pretty nice to see.” 

But the act of kindness didn’t end 
there. Serendipity intervened as the fam- 
ily stumbled upon St. Benedict’s Chapel, 
which supports the homeless community. 
Recognizing an opportunity to extend 
their reach, they graciously donated their 
surplus bags, further illuminating the lives 
of those they encountered. 

For Davenee, kindness knows no 
bounds. With plans to continue her phil- 
anthropic endeavors, she issues a heartfelt 
challenge to all: “Be kind to other people.” 
In her youthful innocence and unwavering 
compassion, Davenee serves as a beacon 
of hope, reminding us all of the profound 
impact a single act of kindness can have 
on the world. Mf 

— Raven Clabough 
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SECESSION ? WHY 
NOT NULLIFICATION ? 


America’s federal system of government provides constitutional means to rein in 
unconstitutional federal overreach and secure liberty. Those means include nullification. 


by Gary Benoit 


he current showdown on the bor- 
T der between the Biden administra- 

tion and the state of Texas seems 
to have caused much more heightened 
interest in the issue of secession than in 
nullification. 

It should be just the opposite. 

Texas is not engaging in a secession- 
ist act by exercising its right to protect its 
border and its people. True enough, it is 
defying a U.S. Supreme Court order, but 
this order is not the law of the land. In 
fact, by defying the order to allow the feds 
to remove the razor wire at Eagle Pass, 
Texas is upholding the Constitution and 
putting into practice a principle known as 
nullification. 

Secession and nullification are often 
conflated to mean essentially the same 
thing. Yet they are very different. In the 
context of the American system of gov- 
ernment, secession occurs when one or 
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more states secede from the Union, and 
nullification occurs when one or more 
states refuse to abide by unconstitutional 
federal acts. Any state that secedes is no 
longer under the Constitution; any state 
that nullifies unconstitutional federal 
laws, orders, or rulings is upholding the 
Constitution. 

Though both secession and nullifica- 
tion have been recommended by various 
voices in the freedom movement to rein 
in federal overreach, secession is by far 
the riskier of the two approaches, since 
it means leaving behind the Constitution 
that created our federal system of govern- 
ment to start anew, either as a single state 
or perhaps in a new compact with a hand- 
ful of states. 

But how, it is reasonable to ask, could 
a state be upholding the Constitution by 
defying the federal government via nul- 
lification? And how could nullification 
be employed by the states to stop federal 
overreach? To answer these questions, 


it is important to understand the nature 
of the American system of government 
under the Constitution. 


The American System 
When the Founding Fathers drafted the 
Constitution, they did not create a unitary 
central government exercising supreme au- 
thority over the states. The states ratifying 
the Constitution did not become subservi- 
ent to the new national government; they 
retained sovereignty, and may govern as 
they wish in accord with their own state 
constitutions except in a few specified 
areas. This is made abundantly clear in 
the U.S. Constitution’s 10th Amendment, 
which states, “The powers not delegated to 
the United States by the Constitution, nor 
prohibited by it to the States, are reserved 
to the States respectively, or to the people.” 
Of course, the same principle applies to 
states that have joined the United States 
since the Constitution’s adoption in 1788. 
This novel principle of dividing gov- 
ernmental powers between the national 
government and state governments, as op- 
posed to creating a unitary state, became 
known as federalism, and its advocates 
were called Federalists. During 1787 and 
1788, when ratification of the Constitu- 
tion was being debated, three Federalists 
— James Madison, Alexander Hamilton, 
and John Jay — wrote a series of 85 es- 
says originally published in New York 
state newspapers under the pseudonym 
Publius arguing in favor of ratification. 
Collectively known as The Federalist 
Papers or The Federalist, these essays 
shed tremendous light on the intent of 
the Founders in creating the new federal 
government, including the principle of 
dividing governmental powers among the 
national government and the states. 


Gary Benoit is editor-in-chief of 


The New American. 
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For example, in The Federalist No. 45, 
Madison, who became known to history 
as the “Father of the Constitution,” wrote, 
“The powers delegated by the proposed 
Constitution to the federal government 
are few and defined. Those which are to 
remain in the State governments are nu- 
merous and indefinite.” In The Federal- 
ist No. 14, Madison wrote, “The general 
government is not to be charged with the 
whole power of making and administer- 
ing laws. Its jurisdiction is limited to cer- 
tain enumerated objects, which concern 
all the members of the republic, but which 
are not to be attained by the separate pro- 
visions of any.” And in The Federalist 
No. 32, Hamilton explained, “An entire 
consolidation of the States into one com- 
plete national sovereignty would imply 
an entire subordination of the parts; and 
whatever powers might remain in them 
would be altogether dependent on the 
general will. But as the plan of the [consti- 
tutional] convention aims only at a partial 
union or consolidation, the State govern- 
ments would clearly retain all the rights 
of sovereignty which they before had, and 
which were not, by that act, exclusively 
delegated to the United States.” (Empha- 
sis in original.) 

Even the “few and defined” powers 


Constitutional 
Convention of 1787 
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that were delegated to the national gov- 
ernment by the Constitution were not en- 
trusted to a single national authority, but 
were instead further subdivided among 
the three branches of that national gov- 
ernment. Why? As Madison warned in 
The Federalist No. 47, “The accumula- 
tion of all powers, legislative, executive, 
and judiciary, in the same hands, whether 
of one, a few, or many, and whether he- 
reditary, self-appointed, or elective, may 
justly be pronounced the very definition 
of tyranny.” Moreover, a brilliant system 
of checks and balances was interwoven 
into the Constitution with the intent of 
blocking any branch from overstepping 
its delegated authority or intruding on the 
delegated authority of the other branches. 

Under the Constitution, the president is 
by no means an elected dictator, but may 
exercise only those powers delegated to 
his branch. As Hamilton explained in The 
Federalist No. 69, regarding war pow- 
ers in particular, “The President is to be 
commander-in-chief of the army and navy 
of the United States. In this respect his 
authority would be nominally the same 
with that of the king of Great Britain, but 
in substance much inferior to it. It would 
amount to nothing more than the supreme 
command and direction of the military 


and naval forces, as first General and ad- 
miral of the Confederacy; while that of 
the British king extends to the declaring 
of war and to the raising and regulating 
of fleets and armies, all which, by the 
Constitution under consideration, would 
appertain to the legislature.” (Emphasis 
in original.) 

As is the case with the executive 
branch, the Congress and federal judi- 
ciary too may exercise only those pow- 
ers specifically granted to them. Regard- 
ing Congress, even though it possesses 
“all legislative authority” granted by the 
Constitution, it may not make any law it 
chooses, but may make only those laws 
that are constitutional. 

The system of government the Found- 
ing Fathers created was not a democracy 
(majority rule). It was instead a republic 
(a government of law), where the law 
limits and defines governmental pow- 
ers and protects the rights of the people. 
The word “democracy” does not appear 
in the Constitution, but Article IV, Sec- 
tion 4, states, “The United States shall 
guarantee to every State in this Union a 
Republican Form of Government.” If the 
U.S. government truly were a democracy, 
as is so often claimed, then the people’s 
representatives in Congress would be 
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empowered to make whatever laws the 
majority of the people want (or more pre- 
cisely, whatever laws the legislators claim 
the people want), without regard to any 
constitutional restraints. Yet this is decid- 
edly not the case. 

Consider the First Amendment to the 
U.S. Constitution: “Congress shall make 
no law respecting an establishment of 
religion, or prohibiting the free exer- 
cise thereof; or abridging the freedom 
of speech, or of the press; or the right of 
the people peaceably to assemble, and to 
petition the Government for a redress of 
grievances.” And the Second Amendment: 
“A well regulated Militia, being necessary 
to the security of a free State, the right of 
the people to keep and bear Arms, shall 
not be infringed.” Under the Constitution, 
the national government is not only pro- 
hibited from exercising those powers that 
are expressly prohibited (as in the case of 
the above examples), it is also prohibited 
from exercising any powers that are not 
enumerated in the Constitution. 

The Founding Fathers feared that just 
as a monarch could violate the rights of 
the people, so too could a popular gov- 
ernment acting in the name of the people. 
They recognized that rights do not come 
from government, for if they did then gov- 
ernment could on a whim properly limit 
or abolish whatever rights it may decide 
to grant from time to time. Rights instead 
come from our Creator, and govern- 
ment’s role is to protect those God-given 
rights. These “self-evident” truths were 
eloquently described in the Declaration 
of Independence: “We hold these truths 
to be self-evident, that all men are created 
equal, that they are endowed by their Cre- 
ator with certain unalienable Rights, that 
among these are Life, Liberty and the pur- 
suit of Happiness. — That to secure these 
rights, Governments are instituted among 
Men, deriving their just powers from the 
consent of the governed.” 

Thus, the Founding Fathers built into 
their new system of government safe- 
guards intended to limit government to 
its proper role of protecting God-given 
rights, and to prevent government from 
becoming so powerful that it could con- 
sume the very rights it was instituted to 
protect. 

Those safeguards, as explained above, 
include multiple state governments as 
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well as the national gov- 
ernment. Madison sum- 
marized the wisdom of 
this federalist approach 
to governance, as op- 
posed to the unitary ap- 
proach, in The Federal- 
ist No. 51: “In a single 
republic, all the power 
surrendered by the peo- 
ple is submitted to the 
administration of a sin- 
gle government; and the 
usurpations are guarded 
against by a division of 
the government into dis- 
tinct and separate depart- 
ments. In the compound 
republic of America, the 
power surrendered by 
the people is first divid- 
ed between two distinct 
governments, and then 
the portion allotted to 
each subdivided among 
distinct and separate de- 
partments. Hence a dou- 
ble security arises to the 
rights of the people. The 
different governments 
will control each other, at 
the same time that each will be controlled 
by itself.” 


James 
Madison 


The Case for Nullification 

What if, despite the safeguards, the fed- 
eral government breaks loose from what 
Thomas Jefferson called “the chains of 
the Constitution” and intrudes upon the 
rights of the states and of the people? 
What then? Of course, the question is not 
theoretical, since the national government 
broke out of its constitutional chains long 
ago, and the train of federal abuses has 
gotten worse over time. Moreover, the 
Founding Fathers addressed this very 
eventuality. 

Alexander Hamilton called unconsti- 
tutional acts by the federal government 
“usurpation” and said they were “void.” 
In The Federalist No. 33, he wrote, “Acts 
... not pursuant to its constitutional pow- 
ers ... will be merely acts of usurpation, 
and will deserve to be treated as such.” 
(Emphasis in original.) And in The Fed- 
eralist No. 78, he said, “There is no posi- 
tion which depends on clearer principles, 


than that every act of a delegated author- 
ity contrary to the tenor of the commis- 
sion under which it is exercised, is void. 
No legislative act, therefore, contrary to 
the Constitution, can be valid. To deny 
this would be to affirm that the deputy is 
greater than his principal; that the servant 
is above his master; that the representa- 
tives of the people are superior to the 
people themselves; that men acting by 
virtue of powers may do not only what 
their powers do not authorize, but what 
they forbid.” 

Hamilton’s emphasis on the phrase 
“not pursuant” in The Federalist No. 33 
is significant, since he used the phrase in 
reference to Article VI, Clause 2 of the 
Constitution, which he quoted earlier in 
the same essay. Often referred to as the 
Supremacy Clause, it states: “This Con- 
stitution, and the Laws of the United 
States which shall be made in Pursuance 
thereof; and all Treaties made, or which 
shall be made, under the Authority of the 
United States, shall be the supreme Law 
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of the Land; and the Judges in every State 
shall be bound thereby, any Thing in the 
Constitution or Laws of any State to the 
Contrary notwithstanding.” Ironically, the 
Supremacy Clause is often cited to sup- 
port the erroneous claim that all U.S. laws 
are “the law of the land” and supersede 
state laws, when in fact, in context, the 
clause actually states that only those laws 
that are made pursuant to the Constitution 
are the law of the land. (It’s worth not- 
ing that Supreme Court decisions are also 
sometimes erroneously referred to as “the 
law of the land,” despite the fact that the 
Supreme Court is not even mentioned in 
the Supremacy Clause.) 

Moreover, it is not just U.S. officials 
who take an oath to uphold the Constitu- 
tion, but also state officials, as stipulated 
in Article VI, Clause 3, the clause imme- 
diately following the Supremacy Clause: 
“The Senators and Representatives be- 
fore mentioned, and the Members of the 
several State Legislatures, and all ex- 
ecutive and judicial Officers, both of the 
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United States and of the several States, 
shall be bound by Oath or Affirmation, 
to support this Constitution.” Thus, state 
officials are duty-bound not to join their 
federal counterparts in carrying out any 
unconstitutional federal acts. Yes, federal 
officials are also duty-bound, but when 
they unconstitutionally intrude on the 
rights of the states, this does not justify 
state officials violating their own oaths 
of office. 

The Founding Fathers expected better. 
In the Kentucky Resolutions of 1798, 
Jefferson recommended nullification 
as the “rightful remedy” for countering 
unconstitutional federal acts: “Where 
powers are assumed which have not 
been delegated, a nullification of the act 
is the rightful remedy: that every State 
has a natural right in cases not within 
the compact ... to nullify of their own 
authority all assumptions of power by 
others within their limits: that without 
this right, they would be under the do- 
minion, absolute and unlimited, of who- 
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soever might exercise this right of judg- 
ment for them.” 

In the Virginia Resolutions of 1798, 
Madison similarly wrote that states 
have the right to “interpose” themselves 
“within their respective limits” in order to 
protect “the authorities, rights and liber- 
ties appertaining to them” against federal 
acts not authorized by the Constitution. In 
fact, he said the states were “duty bound” 
to do so. 

And Hamilton said in The Federalist 
No. 16, “If the interposition of the State 
legislatures be necessary to give effect to a 
measure of the Union, they have only not 
to act, or to act evasively, and the measure 
is defeated.” (Emphasis in original.) 


Standoff in Texas 

Fast-forward to today, and the state of 
Texas is refusing to comply with a U.S. 
Supreme Court order to allow the fed- 
eral government to remove razor wire 
installed by the Texas National Guard 
to stem the illegal-alien invasion. In so 
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doing it is engaging in an act of nullifi- 
cation, not secession or insurrection. It is 
also upholding the Constitution. 

Article I, Section 10, Clause 3, of the 
Constitution states, “No State shall, with- 
out the Consent of Congress ... engage 
in War, unless actually invaded, or in 
such imminent Danger as will not admit 
of delay.” The sheer size of and direction 
behind the illegal immigration onslaught, 
which includes within its numbers terror- 
ists and others who wish to do harm to 
the United States, should qualify as an in- 
vasion under this clause, even if the hos- 
tile elements are not wearing uniforms. 
Yet, even if that is dismissed as a stretch 
beyond what the Founders intended, it 
should be uncontested that Texas is re- 
sponding to “imminent Danger.” 

Moreover, Texas has the right to deploy 
its Guard to defend itself. As Madison ob- 
served at the Virginia Ratifying Conven- 
tion in 1788, “As each state will expect 
to be attacked, and wish to guard against 
it, each will retain its own militia for its 
own defense.” 

On the other hand, it is the U.S. gov- 
ernment that is behaving uncon- 
stitutionally in its border show- 
down with Texas by trying to deny 
Texas’ right to self-defense and by 
ignoring its obligation in Article 
IV, Section 4, to “protect each of 
them [the states] against Invasion.” 

Of course, nullification can be 
applied to declare null and void 
other federal transgressions — 
such as unconstitutional gun laws 
or an unconstitutional deployment 
of a state’s National Guard — not 
just by Texas but by the other states 
as well. In addition to the states, 
local sheriffs can apply the princi- 
ple of nullification by interposing 
themselves between the people in 
their county whose rights are being 
violated and the offending govern- 
ment agencies. 

Nullification is often equated 
with secession even though, as al- 
ready indicated, the two are differ- 
ent. It is also sometimes vilified as 
racist. But this characterization is 
utter nonsense, since nullification 
was used by the state of Wisconsin 
in 1850 to void the federal Fugi- 
tive Slave Act within the borders 
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of Wisconsin. This onerous federal law 
required slaves who had escaped to states 
where slavery was prohibited to be re- 
turned to their “masters” in states where 
slavery was legal, and Wisconsin right- 
fully refused to abide by this violation of 
human rights. 


What About Secession? 

The case for nullification notwithstand- 
ing, let’s now take a look at secession as 
a way to end federal overreach, beginning 
with this question: Do states have the 
right to secede from the United States? 
Although many today claim that the an- 
swer is no, there is no question that the 
Founding Fathers firmly believed that 
the 13 British Colonies in America had 
the right to secede from Great Britain — 
because that is exactly what they did. In 
their Declaration of Independence of July 
4, 1776, they declared that “these United 
Colonies are, and of Right ought to be 
Free and Independent States; that they 
are Absolved from all Allegiance to the 
British Crown, and that all political con- 
nection between them and the State of 
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Great Britain, is and ought to be totally 
dissolved.” 

The Declaration listed the particular 
train of abuses committed by the Brit- 
ish Crown that compelled the separa- 
tion. It also included, prior to this list, a 
revolutionary statement declaring when 
the people have the right “to alter or to 
abolish” their government. Recall that 
we earlier quoted this “self-evident” truth 
from the Declaration: “That to secure 
these [unalienable] rights, Governments 
are instituted among Men, deriving their 
just powers from the consent of the gov- 
erned.” This truth was immediately fol- 
lowed by: “— That whenever any Form 
of Government becomes destructive of 
these ends, it is the Right of the People 
to alter or to abolish it, and to institute 
new Government, laying its foundation on 
such principles.” 

While the American War for Indepen- 
dence was still raging, the 13 “Free and 
Independent” American states united 
under the Articles of Confederation. After 
the war, they formed a new government 
under the Constitution. Thus, the states 
created the U.S. government, not 
the other way around. If the states 
created the new government, it can 
be reasoned, they also should be 
able to secede from it. 

It is hard to imagine that the 
Founders, having recently fought 
the War for Independence to secure 
their rights, would join a new polit- 
ical union believing that they could 
never resume their rights should 
that union overstep its delegated 
powers and become tyrannical. 
During the ratification of the Con- 
stitution, three states said otherwise 
in their ratification documents. 

* New York: “That the Powers 
of Government may be resumed 
by the People, whensoever it shall 
become necessary to their Happi- 
ness; that every Power, Jurisdic- 
tion and right, which is not by the 
said Constitution clearly delegat- 
ed to the Congress of the United 
States, or the departments of the 
Government thereof, remains to 
the People of the several States, 
or to their respective State Gov- 
ernments to whom they may have 
granted the same.” 
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¢ Rhode Island: “That the pow- 
ers of government may be reas- 
sumed by the people, whensoever 
it shall become necessary to their 
happiness: — That the rights of 
the States respectively, to nomi- 
nate and appoint all State Offi- 
cers, and every other power, ju- 
risdiction and right, which is not 
by the said constitution clearly 
delegated to the Congress of the 
United States or to the depart- 
ments of government thereof, re- 
main to the people of the several 
states, or their respective State 
Governments to whom they may 
have granted the same.” 

¢ Virginia: “The People of Vir- 
ginia declare and make known 
that the powers granted under the 
Constitution being derived from 
the People of the United States 
may be resumed by them whenso- 
ever the same shall be perverted to 
their injury or oppression.” 

Some claim that the American 
Civil War settled once and for all whether 
a state may secede from the Union. But 
this claim is based on the fallacy that 
might makes right. 

However, the fact that states may se- 
cede does not mean that they should se- 
cede, particularly considering that other 
means may be employed to restrain a fed- 
eral government that has usurped uncon- 
stitutional powers, including the “proper 
remedy” of nullification. 

Secession is fraught with danger. One 
such danger is the ability of divided states 
to defend themselves against a foreign in- 
vader. In The Federalist No. 4, John Jay 
warned of such a danger: “Leave America 
divided into thirteen or, if you please, into 
three or four independent governments — 
what armies could they raise and pay — 
what fleets could they ever hope to have? 
If one was attacked, would the others fly 
to its succor and spend their blood and 
money in its defense? Would there be no 
danger of their being flattered into neu- 
trality by its specious promises, or se- 
duced by a too great fondness for peace 
to decline hazarding their tranquillity and 
present safety for the sake of neighbors, 
of whom perhaps they have been jealous, 
and whose importance they are content to 
see diminished? Although such conduct 
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would not be wise, it would, neverthe- 
less, be natural. The history of the states 
of Greece, and of other countries, abounds 
with such instances, and it is not improb- 
able that what has so often happened 
would, under similar circumstances, hap- 
pen again.” 

Another danger lies in the challenges of 
being able to form a new government that 
measures up to (if not exceeds) the great- 
est experiment in human liberty the world 
has ever seen — the American Repub- 
lic, which was bestowed upon us by the 
Founding Fathers. This is particularly the 
case during a period when the understand- 
ing of the people and their political lead- 
ers is so lacking — e.g., most believe the 
United States is a democracy — and when 
global elites are working to destroy a free 
and independent America in order to bring 
about global control. Those forces would 
move to take secessionist movements off 
course, no matter how well-intended or 
liberty-minded those movements may be. 

Even before the Constitution was 
ratified, Madison recognized that what 
America had already accomplished was 
unparalleled in history, writing in The 
Federalist No. 14, “Happily for America, 
happily, we trust, for the whole human 
race, they pursued a new and more noble 


course [than others]. They accom- 
plished a revolution which has no 
parallel in the annals of human 
society. They reared the fabrics 
of governments which have no 
model on the face of the globe.” 

Not long after the American 
Revolution and the adoption of 
the U.S. Constitution, another rev- 
olution took place in France that 
some Founding Fathers looked 
upon with favor, at least initially. 
But that revolution took a very dif- 
ferent course, leading to the Reign 
of Terror and despotism. One 
Founding Father who was able to 
foresee this course early on was 
Gouverneur Morris, the author of 
the Preamble to the U.S. Constitu- 
tion. Morris arrived in France in 
February 1789, before the attack 
on the Bastille on July 14 of that 
year, and was there until 1794. In 
1792, prior to the Reign of Terror, 
he had already seen enough to 
conclude, “France is on the high 
road to despotism. They have made the 
common mistake that to enjoy liberty it is 
necessary only to abolish authority.” 

In America today, the U.S. Constitution 
is still the law of the land, despite the fact 
that it is so routinely ignored and trans- 
gressed. The constitutional means are 
still available to restore good government 
and safeguard our endangered liberties 
— means that would no longer be avail- 
able if the Constitution were abrogated 
or abandoned. Before seceding from the 
United States, we recommend that states 
first try nullifying unconstitutional federal 
overreach. Instead of advocating states 
going it alone (or perhaps with a handful 
of other states) without the Constitution 
and our federal system of government, 
let’s inform our fellow citizens about the 
Constitution and the principles undergird- 
ing it, and insist that the Constitution once 
again be obeyed. Regarding the states in 
particular, let’s insist that state officials 
who have taken an oath to the Constitu- 
tion honor that oath by nullifying uncon- 
stitutional federal acts, declaring those 
acts null and void at their state borders. 
As Madison noted, they are “duty bound” 
to do so. Hl 
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EXERCISING THE RIGHT 


Army Vet on Trial After 
Self-defense Shooting 


Astory out of San Antonio reminds us how 
anyone who engages in armed self-defense 
might end up facing a criminal prosecu- 
tion. The defendant in the case, 25-year- 
old Roger McCracken, was charged with 
the shooting death of his neighbor in 
Bexar County. The incident occurred back 
on September 11, 2021 when McCracken 
was returning to the apartment complex 
where he lived with his wife and children. 
At that moment, he was confronted by 
his 34-year-old neighbor, Ronnie Riddle. 
For unknown reasons, Riddle was highly 
agitated and began making threatening 
remarks to McCracken and his family. 
McCracken said that Riddle reached for 
a gun he was carrying, so he pulled his 
own firearm and opened fire on Riddle, 
mortally wounding him. 

Prosecutors relied on the testimony of 
an eyewitness who contradicted McCrack- 
en’s version of the story but who was an 
admitted drug user. McCracken’s defense 
attorney, Joseph Hoelscher, was ada- 
mant that McCracken had acted lawfully. 
“Roger McCracken carried his weapon re- 
sponsibly. He used it responsibly. He did 
everything that gun owners are trained to 
do if they ever have to use their weapon in 
self-defense,” Hoelscher told News4San- 
Antonio.com. 

After hours of deliberation, the jury 
told the judge they were deadlocked. The 
judge would not accept that result, and 
told them to return to deliberating. Thank- 
fully for McCracken, on February 1, the 
jury returned with a “not guilty” verdict. 
McCracken told News4SanAntonio.com, 
“T feel like the stress is off my shoulders 
and the weight’s lifted.... I’m happy that I 
can say I can be home with my family.... 
I feel blessed.... I just know that I’ve got 
a future now.” 

While McCracken was saddened at the 
loss of Riddle’s life, he knows he did what 
was necessary to protect his family. While 
he is grateful to be a free man, this whole 
episode might motivate him to consider a 
career change. “You know, after this case, 
I’m actually thinking about going into 
law,” he said. 


36 


“We Are Going to 
Protect Ourselves” 


Sometimes it seems as if prosecutors are 
looking to lock up innocent people who 
simply defend themselves or their fami- 
lies. That isn’t the case in Indianapolis, 
where one prosecutor is a strong supporter 
of people exercising their Second Amend- 
ment-protected rights. News site WTHR. 
com reported on January 4 about Johnson 
County Prosecutor Lance Hamner’s com- 
ments on a recent self-defense shooting. 
Hamner told the site, “When a person is 
on his property at his home, he is able to 
use deadly force to protect himself and to 
[prevent] somebody from breaking in or 
coming in to harm them, if he reasonably 
believes that that force is necessary.... 
You’re seeing a lot of these home inva- 
sions and people protecting themselves, 
and lots of times, the bad guy is coming 
out the loser.... I hope that’s a strong 
message that at least in Indiana, we’re not 
going to stand by and just let somebody 
come in and attack you and take every- 
thing you have. We are going to protect 
ourselves, and we’ve seen that happen a 
lot. ’'ve seen it happen [in] my county.” 


Justifiable Increase 


KOAT.com reported out of Albuquerque 
on January 5 about the increase in justi- 
fiable homicides from 2022 to 2023. In 
2022, there were six justifiable homicides 
in Albuquerque, but in 2023 that number 
rose to 16. During a press conference, 
Albuquerque Police Chief Harold Medi- 
na attributed the increase to more “indi- 
viduals armed during simple conflict that 
weren’t armed in the past.... I think the 
more armed individuals we have in the 
community, when one individual goes to 
do something they shouldn’t be doing, and 
the other person has immediate access to a 
firearm, we’re going to see more of these 
incidents.” 

Retired Albuquerque Police Depart- 
ment commander and public safety expert 
Paul Szych said that people feel less secure 
these days, and that’s why they’re arming 
themselves in record numbers. “The more 
violent felons that you have on the streets 
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“.. the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.” 
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that are not incarcerated, where they have 
the ability to be rehabilitated, the more 
likelihood you’re going to have of an av- 
erage citizen finding themselves in harm’s 
way, being forced to take action to save a 
loved one or themselves,” he explained. 


Snapchat Scam 
Turns Deadly 


KTUL.com out of Bartlesville, Oklahoma, 
reported on February 6 about a scammer 
using a fake social-media profile who 
ended up getting a man killed in one of 
his criminal schemes. 

Police detectives believe a 23-year-old 
man was contacted by the scammer on 
Snapchat. The scammer, who was posing 
as an attractive young woman in the man’s 
area, told the man that if he sent “her” dig- 
ital currency through the app, that “she” 
would allow him to come to “her” apart- 
ment for a sexual encounter. The man 
agreed to the prostitution proposal, sent 
the money, and headed to the location as 
instructed by the scammer. 

The man walked almost four miles be- 
fore he arrived at an apartment complex 
matching the address given by the scam- 
mer. He became irate when a woman at 
the address claimed she didn’t know who 
he was and wouldn’t let him in her apart- 
ment. He began pounding on the door, and 
the woman warned him to stop and told 
him she was armed. The man refused to re- 
lent and eventually kicked the door off its 
hinges. The woman inside the apartment 
opened fire, hitting the man in the chest 
and killing him. The local district attorney 
tuled that the shooting was a justified use 
of lethal force. 

As part of the criminal investigation, 
authorities identified the Snapchat ac- 
count that set the whole tragic chain of 
events in motion. They determined that it 
had brought in more than $2,000,000 via 
similar methods, and that the person or 
people behind it were operating overseas. 

Bartlesville Police Department Captain 
Daniel Elkins advised people to be on the 
lookout for any communications from un- 
known sources requesting money. 

— Patrick Krey 
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Save Our Children 


by William F. Jasper 


Indoctrinating Our Children to Death: 
Government Schools’ War on Faith, 
Family & Freedom — And How to Stop 
It, by Alex Newman, Pinecrest, Florida: 
Liberty Sentinel Press, 2024, 237 pages, 
paperback. (To order, see page 45.) 


lex Newman has done it again. 
A His new book is the must-have, 

must-read treatise on the urgent 
crisis in American education today. It is a 
worthy follow-up to his 2015 blockbuster 
Crimes of the Educators, co-authored with 
the late, great educator/historian Samuel 
Blumenfeld. In this new offering, New- 
man traces the genesis and vectors of 
the pathologies that are now infecting 
our schools, destroying our children, and 
devastating our society. He shows that the 
nonstop assaults we are facing — from 
transgender propaganda, Drag Queen 
story hours, and pornographic sex-ed for 
elementary-school tots, to critical race 
theory and communist-socialist indoctri- 
nation for high-school and college stu- 
dents — have been long in the making. 
Newman covers it all, connecting the dots 
of more than a century-and-a-half of sub- 
version, from Robert Owen, Karl Marx, 
and Horace Mann, to John Dewey, the Na- 
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tional Education Association, the Frank- 
furt School, the Rockefeller Foundation, 
Alfred Kinsey, Howard Zinn, the 1619 
Project, and much more. 


Welcome to the Asylum 

As if any more evidence were needed, 
every day we see new proofs that our 
government educational establishment is 
hellbent on turning our public schools into 
insane asylums. What we euphemistically 
call our public school system is, in truth, 
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a giant government indoctrination system 
that is involved in child abuse on a colossal 
scale and the brainwashing of our children 
with the most infernal ideas imaginable. 
The Libs of TikTok and other websites 
have reposted the shocking selfie videos 
of hundreds of LGBTQ school “teachers” 
who are boasting to their “communities” 
about how they are grooming elementa- 
ry, junior-high, and high-school students 
through what they call “gender social 
transitioning.” The subversive “social 
transitioning,” by which they confuse our 
vulnerable children about sex and gender 
— almost always without the knowledge 
and consent of parents — is prelude to 
the irreparable “medical transitioning” in- 
volving hormonal “therapy” and surgical 
mutilation. The pink-blue-green-haired, 
tattooed, pierced “educators” laugh while 
bragging to their social-media circles 
about how they are “regendering” boys as 
girls and girls as boys, giving them new 
names and pronouns. 

In February 2024, news stories reported 
on the horrendous case of an immigrant 
family from India that fled from Olympia, 
Washington, back to India after a third- 
grade teacher had “socially transitioned” 
their 10-year-old daughter (without the 
parents’ knowledge or consent), giving 
her a boy’s name and pronouns, causing 
the young girl tremendous psychological 
harm and confusion. The Olympia school 
district is but one of more than 1,000 dis- 
tricts that have adopted secrecy policies 
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for kids with “gender dysphoria” so 
that parents do not find out that their 
sons and daughters are being recruited 
into the transgender ranks — until it’s 
too late. According to the list compiled 
by the parental-rights group Parents 
Defending Education, 1,058 public 
school districts governing more than 
18,000 schools and nearly 11 mil- 
lion students are now engaged in this 
perverse attack on parental rights and 
pushing this diabolical disorientation 
of the minds and souls of our children 
and the mutilation of their bodies. Our 
society, our nation, will not survive if 
this demonic attack on our families is 
allowed to continue. Across the coun- 
try, parents are filing lawsuits against 
school districts in desperate attempts to 
halt the madness. 

How did we come to this? The 
United States spends more on educa- 
tion (an average of $19,380 per pupil 
in 2023) than any other nation, except 
for tiny, rich Luxembourg. Yet, what are 
the American taxpayers getting for this 
exorbitant outlay? A huge percentage of 
our children are functionally illiterate 
and woefully deficient in all other subject 
areas by every measurement of academic 
achievement. The abysmal trend of our 
educational decline has continued unabat- 
ed year after year, decade after decade, 
with no end in sight, no matter how much 
money we throw at it. Our students are 
way behind the children of other nations 
in reading, math, science, and other basics. 
Our schools have dumped the traditional 
3Rs (Reading, wRiting, and aRithmetic) 
for the new woke 3Rs of environmental 
dogma (Reduce, Reuse, Recycle) and 
leftist psychobabble (Rights, Respect, and 
Responsibility). 

To this ludicrousness are added still 
more three-letter indoctrination programs: 
DEI (diversity, equity, inclusion), ESG 
(environment, social, and governance), 
CRT (critical race theory), and SEL (so- 
cial and emotional learning). Is it any 
wonder that millions of our students do 
not know how to read, write, or do basic 
math, but they know that they have been 
misgendered, that socialism is good, and 
that America is systemically racist? We are 
teetering on the edge of the abyss — and 
millions of our children have already been 
pushed over the edge. 
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Again, how did we get to this point? 
And, more importantly, what do we do 
now? How do we get out of this terrible 
mess? Alex Newman provides answers. 
In this slim volume (237 pages), New- 
man masterfully provides readers with a 
superbly condensed history of the corro- 
sive influences of communist and socialist 
subversives in the 19th and 20th centuries 
and the individuals and organizations in 
our own time that have produced our pub- 
lic school disaster. His 22 chapters were 
originally written as a series of articles on 
education for The Epoch Times. It was a 
phenomenal series, and we are fortunate 
to have the articles collected now and pre- 
sented in book form. 

Perhaps the best way to present an idea 
of the breadth and depth of the subject 
matter Newman covers is to simply list 
his chapter titles, which we do herewith: 

Chapter 1: The Genesis of Public 
Schools: Collectivism and Failure 

Chapter 2: How Horace Mann Worked 
to Destroy Traditional Education — and 
America 

Chapter 3: How John Dewey Used 
Public ‘Education’ to Subvert Liberty 

Chapter 4: John Dewey’s Public 
Schools Replaced Christianity With Col- 
lectivist Humanism 

Chapter 5: Socialists Used Public 
Schools to Destroy Literacy in America 


Chapter 6: Frankfurt School 
Weaponized US Education Against 
Civilization 

Chapter 7: Big Foundations Un- 
leashed Collectivist ‘Revolution’ via 
US Schools 

Chapter 8: How Socialists Used 
Teachers Unions Such as the NEA to 
Destroy Education 

Chapter 9: UNESCO: Indoctri- 
nating Humanity With Collectivist 
‘Education’ 

Chapter 10: Rise of ‘Fed Ed’ Ac- 
celerated Demise of Real Education 

Chapter 11: Common Core, Still 
in Place, Nationalized Educational 
Quackery 

Chapter 12: Big Brother Schools 
Using Big Data to Manipulate and 
Spy on Kids 

Chapter 13: The Sordid History 
and Deadly Consequences of ‘Sex 
Ed’ at School 

Chapter 14: Homeschooling Rev- 
olution Gets Coronavirus Boost 

Chapter 15: Historic Crossroads for 
Private Education: Boom or Bust? 

Chapter 16: Trading Academics for 
Far-Left ‘Social-Emotional Learning’ 

Chapter 17: Schools Using Fake ‘His- 
tory’ to Kill America 

Chapter 18: CCP Virus Ushers In 
Brave New World of Techno-Utopian 
‘Education’ 

Chapter 19: Echoes of Mao: Weapon- 
izing Schools With ‘Critical Race Theory’ 

Chapter 20: The Totalitarian Agenda 
Behind LGBT Sex-Ed Revolution at 
School 

Chapter 21: Pushing Parents Out, 
Biden Administration Further Weaponizes 
‘Education’ 

Chapter 22: The Schools Are on Fire; 
Time to Get the Children Out 

As the title of his book states, Newman 
is not only taking aim at and exposing the 
forces responsible for the educational ca- 
lamity we face, but is also offering solu- 
tions. One thing is certain, however: His 
solutions do not include falling for the 
standard “reform” tricks that have be- 
guiled so many conservatives so many 
times in the past. When backed into a cor- 
ner by angry parents and taxpayers, the 
educrats and their bought-and-paid-for 
politicians will always promise another 
round of “reform.” But, like Lucy hold- 
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ing the football for Charlie Brown, their 
promises invariably are charades, deceit- 
ful tricks. Notwithstanding, there are al- 
ways plenty of Charlie Browns ready to 
fall for the perennial reform ruse. 

Those who are old enough may re- 
member the much-heralded 1983 report 
A Nation at Risk: The Imperative for 
Educational Reform, published during the 
Reagan administration by the National 
Commission on Excellence in Education. 
That was more than 40 years ago. The re- 
port on America’s appalling educational 
decline caused much handwringing and 
spawned a plethora of futile reform and 
pseudo-reform efforts. Why futile? Be- 
cause the government school system is 
irreformable. As Newman demonstrates 
in his first three chapters, the govern- 
ment-controlled indoctrination system 
(commonly called “public schools”) was 
the result of a revolutionary drive begun 
nearly 200 years ago by self-avowed com- 
munist and socialist revolutionaries such 
as Robert Owen, Fanny Wright, Orestes 
Brownson, Horace Mann, and others. 

“The great object was to get rid of 
Christianity,” said Brownson, after break- 
ing with his communist comrades and 
becoming a Christian. The plan, he ex- 
plained, was to gain first state, and then 
national, control over education, and to 
compel parents to place their children in 
these statist schools. He explained that the 
network of activists pushing this scheme 
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Get them out: Many parents are beginning to realize that the government school system is 


comprised a secret society modeled after 
the Carbonari, the militantly anti-Chris- 
tian, Masonic organization that at the time 
was engaged in assassinations and stirring 
up wars, revolts, and chaos throughout 
Italy, France, Spain, and Portugal. Horace 
Mann and his fellow revolutionaries had 
the same object in mind as their Carbo- 
nari confreres, though they adopted a more 
“peaceful” method of takeover by patient 
gradualism, infiltration, propaganda, and 
brainwashing. Today, after 10 genera- 
tions of this subversive process, we have 
arrived at a time when most Americans 
believe that government-run education is 
something “that always was and always 
will be.” Too many of our fellow citizens 
are imprisoned inside a mental trap that 
won’t allow them to see the obvious. Too 
many are placing their hopes in new public 
school “reform” efforts. 

In response to the dire warnings of A 
Nation at Risk, this magazine predicted 
that, despite the good intentions of many 
would-be reformers, most if not all of 
these efforts were doomed to fail. In a Sep- 
tember 1986 cover story titled “Separation 
of School and State,” this writer proposed 
that any sober reflection on the facts and 
dangerous trends should lead to the con- 
clusion that we, as a nation, headed down 
a treacherous road long ago when we 
fell for the scheme of government indoc- 
trination in place of true education. The 
real solution then is not to double down. 


beyond reform, and that the best thing for their children is to remove them from public schools 


and educate them at home. 
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Dump more money and energy into “pub- 
lic school reform’? Really? And expect 
something different from the debacles that 
have come out of all previous reforms? 


Save the Children 

“The key question, then, is what to do,” 
Newman writes. “For parents,” he con- 
tinues, “the answer should be obvious by 
now: It’s time to remove your children 
from these abusive environments and get 
them a real education, either at home or in 
a high-quality private or Christian school. 
All of the data shows home-educated 
children are running circles around their 
government-‘educated’ peers on every- 
thing from academics and socialization to 
careers and tolerance.” 

“The time has come to treat this situa- 
tion like the deadly threat that it is,” says 
Newman. “If you still have children in a 
public school, or if you know anyone with 
children trapped inside, act like the build- 
ing is on fire — because it is! In fact, it’s 
much worse than that.” A fire can physi- 
cally harm or kill your child, which, of 
course, would be terrible; but even worse 
is that “the schools are destroying children 
mentally, emotionally, academically, spiri- 
tually, culturally, morally, and more.” 

“At this point, it is no longer debatable: 
The public school system is openly hostile 
to Christianity — and to Christians,” New- 
man asserts. “It is based on a worldview 
and theological perspective that are not 
just wrong but deadly, as the fruit and dev- 
astation piling up all around the United 
States show clearly.” 

“What America needs isn’t more ‘con- 
servatives’ on impotent ‘school boards,’ 
though there’s no harm in running for 
school board once one’s own children 
are safely out of the system,” he argues. 
“What’s really needed is to rip the destruc- 
tive government-school monopoly out by 
the roots and start again from scratch.” 

Taking your children out of the toxic 
government school system is the first es- 
sential step. When we proposed this dec- 
ades ago, it was considered a wackadoo- 
dle idea even by many conservatives. Not 
so anymore. Defunding and dismantling 
our statist school system (beginning with 
the federal Department of Education) is 
the next essential step. And it is an idea 
whose time has come. 

“Abolishing government indoctrination 
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centers wouldn’t undermine education one 
bit, any more than abolishing collective ag- 
riculture in the Soviet Union ended farming 
or food production. It would make it drasti- 
cally better,” Newman rightly notes. 

“For a century, conservatives, Christians, 
and those who love America have been 
fighting a losing battle against the weap- 
onization of government ‘education.’ No 
matter how many millions of dollars are 
wasted in the fight, the situation keeps get- 
ting worse. It’s time to stop playing a rigged 
game on the education establishment’s bat- 
tlefield using its rules. American parents 
should flee the system and build parallel 
institutions like their country and their lib- 
erty depend on it — because they do.” 

Alex Newman practices what he 
preaches. Besides his busy schedule as 
an author, correspondent, podcaster, and 
speaker, he and his wife, Maria Kristina, 
homeschool their five children. He has 
traveled extensively throughout the na- 
tion spreading this vital freedom message 
on his “Save Our Children” speaking tours 
and in media interviews. 

Indoctrinating Our Children to Death is 
the most important book available today 
on the culture war and family survival. 
Every parent, grandparent, teacher, pas- 
tor, school administrator, school board 
member, state legislator, and taxpayer 
who is genuinely alarmed over the state 
of our schools needs the information in it 
to rescue our children and save our nation. 
Please get it, read it, share it, quote it, pro- 
mote it, and distribute it. 


The Takedown 
of America’s 
Intel Services 


by William P. Hoar 


Big Intel: How the CIA and FBI Went 
from Cold War Heroes to Deep State 
Villains, by J. Michael Waller, Washing- 
ton, D.C.: Regnery Publishing, 2024, 464 
pages, hardcover. 


ow do you keep a secret? All too 
many in Washington think that 


you just lower your voice when 
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“What if you combieed the dark, arti-heman politics of the academic 
left with the enfottered power and impenetrable secrecy of the national 
security state? You'd have n 
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you pass it along. Consider this word of 
warning from Senator Majority Leader 
Chuck Schumer (D-N.Y.) in early 2017: 
“Let me tell you: You take on the intel- 
ligence community — they have six ways 
from Sunday at getting back at you.” For 
once, Schumer was telling the truth. 
Donald Trump and his team, both before 
and after his 2016 election, assuredly now 
know what that means. Does the Ameri- 
can public, deliberately misled for so long, 
truly realize the eventual findings about 
Trump’s campaign in 2016? There are still 
illusions about what was wrongly alleged 
regarding ties to Russia (dubbed Crossfire 
Hurricane by the FBI). Among other key 
points, of course, the Steele dossier that 
prompted the probe was a complete fabri- 
cation, as Big Intel: How the CIA and FBI 
Went from Cold War Heroes to Deep State 
Villains confirms. The special counsel in- 
vestigating the allegation found, as sum- 
marized by the author, “intellectual rot, 
bias, politicization, groupthink, and sheer 
recklessness throughout the [FBI].” 
Before the next election there was 
more organized lying, involving dozens 
of intelligence personnel, about the lap- 
top discarded by drug-abusing, tax-dodg- 
ing, influence-peddling Hunter Biden. 
(The modifiers are ours; the author’s 
language is generally more civil.) The 
laptop was said to have all the hallmarks 


of Russian disinformation, and the sign- 
ers of a document attested to that effect 
(with their former positions being used 
to reflect the intelligence community at 
large). All the names and positions, as 
originally posted by Politico, are reprint- 
ed in the book. As we should be aware 
now, that tale was false. 

It really was, as the book makes clear, 
an operation by five former CIA directors 
to run an election op — with CIA help. 
Well down the road, after the spectacular 
headlines have made their impressions, 
come the more mundane facts. “Former 
acting CIA director Mike Morell told a 
congressional committee three years later 
that he personally orchestrated the activity 
at the request of Antony Blinken, then the 
Biden campaigner slated to become secre- 
tary of state.” 

If you are trying to get maximum at- 
tention, after all, it is hard to beat a big 
mistake. 


Long March Through the Institutions 
The rundown above addresses just a few 
of the more-recent lessons imparted in the 
book under review — which digs back into 
the emergence of a leftist security state. 
We’ve been headed in this direction for 
a long time. Cultural Marxism and other 
radical ideologies, such as those dissemi- 
nated by the Frankfurt School in Europe 
and on this side of the Atlantic, play key 
roles. We are reminded that a long revolu- 
tionary game is at play. 

Players from the past include Italian 
communist Antonio Gramsci, with his fiat 
“Socialism is precisely the religion that 
must overwhelm Christianity,” as he wrote 
in 1915. “In the new order, Socialism will 
triumph by first capturing the culture 
via infiltration of schools, universities, 
churches, and the media by transforming 
the consciousness of society.” In a simi- 
lar vein, Prussian Willi Miinzenberg, who 
worked for the Communist International, 
told another European communist, “We 
will take over the intellectuals. We will 
make America stink.” You hit the target, 
Willi; where would we be without you? 
(He, on the other hand, ended up with a 
wire garrote around his neck.) 

Bolshevik and Soviet intelligence is 
covered, as well as the precursors and re- 
sultant American agencies of today — the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation and Cen- 
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tral Intelligence Agency. Do not, however, 
pick up this book expecting to applaud he- 
roic successes. Unless, that is, for some 
unimaginable reason you are a fan of 
federal propaganda celebrating mandates 
of diversity, equity, and inclusion. The au- 
thor, decidedly, is not. 

J. Michael Waller, the author of Big Intel, 
holds a Ph.D. in international relations and 
communications from Boston University. 
He is senior analyst for strategy at the 
Center for Security Policy in Washington, 
D.C., and president of D.C.-based George- 
town Research, a private intelligence com- 
pany. He has served as an operator for the 
White House Active Measures Working 
Group and the State Department’s Office 
to Counter Soviet Active Measures and 
Disinformation. Specializing in strategic 
influence, public diplomacy, psychologi- 
cal operations, information operations, 
counterpropaganda, and related areas, he 
has also written widely. 

Earlier in Waller’s career, in the final 
years of the Cold War, as he recounts, 
he was “an asset” for CIA Director Wil- 
liam Casey’s parallel intelligence activity 
in Central America. In a word (or two): 
“Total amateur.” We even get previously 
unpublished extracts about how they first 
met in a church in D.C., a loophole that 
Casey occasionally used to legally avoid 
testifying to what occurred during a reli- 
gious ceremony. Waller does make a point 
that his revelations in this book do not vio- 
late confidences; he also notes that he is 
“not subject to any CIA pre-publication 
review.” 

This is, as Michael Waller puts it, a 
“counterintelligence story.” Some of it 
does chronicle the early days (with “Wild 
Bill” Donovan and J. Edgar Hoover — 
who hated each other, by the way) and 
what happened thereafter. There’s plenty 
to digest from related events around 
World War I, World War II, and the Cold 
War. Don’t overlook those sections. Yet, 
what drives the main narrative is how 
those agencies 


succumbed to a generations-old hos- 
tile foreign intelligence operation to 
destroy the United States and Western 
civilization from within. It’s about 
how American foreign intelligence 
was targeted and attacked as soon as 
it was founded. These attacks were 


Call 1-800-727-TRUE to subscribe today! 


not about partisan politics — yes, the 
FBI and CIA did meddle in domestic 
politics and still do — but something 
far deeper: they were meant to turn 
American instruments of power into 
enforcers of the vanguards spear- 
heading the fundamental transforma- 
tion of our country. 


There may be no bloody heads on pikes, 
but that’s not how all revolutions transpire 
— or begin. More than two hundred pages 
later we do get into the particulars of this 
aspect of what is billed the “radical coup 
that swept up the FBI.” 


Scrutinizing the Cultural Revolution 

A key player in this “coup” is Valerie 
Jarrett, given the moniker of “The Trans- 
former” in Big Intel for her role in the 
Obama White House. She has also been 
called, to jump back historically to FDR 
(another Democrat who misused intel- 
ligence to monitor political rivals), the 
“Obamas’ Harry Hopkins.” (Hopkins was 
widely seen as Roosevelt’s “alter ego.’’) 
Readers are deep into this book when the 
spotlight is placed on the “Intelligence 
Cultural Revolution” and, shortly later, a 
“Whole-of-Government Cultural Shift.” 
You won’t find this marked with a “red 
day” on your calendar, and it may sound 
horribly dull and tediously bureaucratic. 
But this “keystone of the Obama agenda” 
(as Waller calls it) was birthed under the 
eye of Jarrett. 


J. Michael 
Waller 


Here’s how Big Inte/ introduces it: “The 
great cultural revolution in the intelligence 
community, as with much of the rest of the 
government bureaucracy, began on August 
18, 2011. On that day Obama issued Ex- 
ecutive Order 13583. The title said it all: 
‘Establishing a Coordinated Government- 
Wide Initiative to Promote Diversity and 
Inclusion in the Federal Workforce.’” It 
didn’t even pretend to improve intelli- 
gence collection and capabilities. 

On its face, as the author notes, the ex- 
ecutive order “looked like a virtue-signal- 
ing sop to the various identity groups” that 
backed Obama’s candidacy. Yet Waller 
isn’t exaggerating when, looking back, he 
sees an “ideological palace coup.” The ex- 
ecutive order, as he writes, 


was a majoritarian decree to trans- 
form the culture of the entire federal 
bureaucracy through implementation 
of critical theory. Once the bureau- 
cratic culture changed — as Gramsci 
and [Frankfurt School social theorist 
Herbert] Marcuse had taught — the 
proper opinions and policies would 
follow. Obama knew that personnel 
is policy. 


First came “diversity” and “inclusion”; 
later, “equity” got slotted between. Today, 
it’s gone beyond the government. As the 
insightful economist Thomas Sowell has 
pointed out, “In the academic world, di- 
versity means black leftists, white leftists, 
female leftists, and Hispanic leftists. De- 
mographic diversity conceals ideologi- 
cal conformity.” 

Back to Big Intel. The transformation 
throughout the government, “cloaked in 
Aesopian language,” followed a cultural 
shift “led by mega-donors and think 
tanks, news and entertainment indus- 
tries, universities, Big Data, and woke 
capital.” 

This was not an overnight move. 
Supposed government servants are now 
telling us how to think, talk, and act. It 
took, as the author summarizes, a decade 
before 


the scope was understood. The 
Wall Street Journal sifted through 
hundreds of pages of federal gov- 
ernment diversity and inclusion 
manuals obtained under the Free- 
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dom of Information Act. It summed 
up its findings in a late December 
2022 editorial: “The Department of 
Veterans Affairs has a gender ginger- 
bread person. NASA says beware of 
micro-inequities. And if U.S. Army 
servicewomen express ‘discomfort 
showering with a female who has 
male genitalia,’ what’s the brass’s 
reply? Talk to your commanding of- 
ficer, but toughen up.” 


And, we must add, don’t forget those man- 
datory, ungrammatical pronouns. 


Another Inside Examination 
Lest any think that Waller is alone among 
experts publicly expressing dismay about 
such social engineering, activism, and 
election meddling, think again. There is 
much more about the politicization of in- 
telligence in the intelligence community 
in a valuable 528-page book published 
in mid-2023 by Armin Lear Press (Estes 
Park, Colorado): Neutering the CIA: 
Why US Intelligence Versus Trump Has 
Long-Term Consequences, written by 
John A. Gentry. Indeed, Waller favorably 
cites in Big Intel some of Gentry’s earlier 
publications. 

Two of the top officials featured in the 
Gentry book (also mentioned in Big Intel) 
are former Director of National Intelligence 
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James Clapper and Obama-era CIA Direc- 
tor John Brennan. Yes, that is the same 
Brennan who admitted to voting for Gus 
Hall, head of the U.S. Communist Party, for 
U.S. president, supposedly as a “protest.” If 
you want to excuse that on youthful exuber- 
ance, it’s obvious that Brennan’s proclivi- 
ties seem not to have changed. Some of his 
Twitter comments in Gentry’s book give 
you a clue to that, such as when Brennan 
calls Trump an “absolute abomination” and 
aman who does not have the “conscience of 
a soul” to resign the presidency, and much 
more in the same style, including terming 
Trump a “despicable ignorant fool.” While 
a bit less vocal, Clapper was and is at least 
as much an anti-Trump guy, as well as a 
huge booster of “diversity.” 


What’s Next? 
Returning to the Waller book, to which we 
have given most of our attention: It assur- 
edly provides a keen overview of problems 
that have been created by the literal infil- 
tration of America’s intelligence communi- 
ties. Do be advised that the institution of a 
very politically correct FBI agent training 
program, said to be a top priority of Direc- 
tor Christopher Wray in 2021, may churn 
the stomachs of some readers; the internal 
agent backlash was considerable. 

Overall, Big Intel is both perceptive and 
prudent. Do we have points of disagree- 
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ment? Sure, and there is one that particu- 
larly galled this reviewer: the dismissive 
treatment of Senator Joe McCarthy. 

Apparently considering it would look 
amiss not to mention the late anti-com- 
munist lawmaker, Waller has three para- 
graphs, headed “The McCarthy Problem’; 
they are a subtraction, not an addition. 
An unadorned segment maintains that the 
communists and their allies were delighted 
when “McCarthy self-destructed. His col- 
leagues censured him. He died at age forty- 
eight and became blacklisted by history.” 
Full stop. The last bit is footnoted to a su- 
perb 663-page study by M. Stanton Evans, 
Blacklisted by History: The Untold Story of 
Senator Joe McCarthy (2007), concerning 
one of the (formerly) most popular men in 
the country. Evans’ research for his book 
lasted six years, including his delving into 
previously unpublished government re- 
cords and files. If you honestly examine 
that book in toto, you’ll get a picture very 
different from the one Waller paints. 

When readers probe Big Intel, they 
probably won’t be pleased that cultural 
Marxists have taken control of so much, 
but Waller makes a convincing case of its 
occurrence. 

What’s next? Among the author’s sug- 
gested ways to get out of our plight is to 
recognize that the FBI is a bureau (not 
created by Congress), just like the Bureau 
of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Ex- 
plosives or the Bureau of Land Manage- 
ment. Following his analysis about why 
this matters, Waller asserts that it is time to 
take apart the FBI, “parcel out the useful 
functions, and close down the rest.” 

As far as the CIA goes, the author calls 
for it to be dissolved, starting with being 
split in two — one service to collect and 
analyze intelligence and a separate one that 
would be responsible for covert operations 
abroad. 

Wrapping up, Waller has shown in de- 
tail how the supposed protectors of the 
nation’s secrets have become “infiltrated 
with an ideology created from a century- 
old Kremlin active measures campaign. 
Implementing that ideology is part of their 
core mission now. They embrace it. They 
celebrate it. They are enforcing it.” 

Nonetheless, Waller insists, “we still 
have time to stop them.” It would be cruel 
to point out that time is what we all want 
the most, and what we use the worst. 


THE NEW AMERICAN ¢ MARCH 117, 2024 


AL Allstate Plumbing Inc. 


FREE ESTIMATES - FAMILY OWNED 


Serving the greater San Francisco Bay Area since 1993 


metro 


| materials 
testing lab 


FREEDOMPROJECT 


we ACADEMY 


7 Lexington Ave. 


Norwalk, CT 06854 @ FPEUSA.ORG Ww 
203) 838-6978 ‘ 
2 Oc) Cy \ - 


MetroMaterialsTesting.com Fa 


Sponsored by 
The John Birch Society 


by William S. Hahn, 
CEO of The John Birch Society 


hat causes you to 
stand up and de- 
clare, “That’s not 


right! I must do something!’’? 

Whether it’s abortion, gun 
control, election fraud, illegal 
immigration, censorship of 
conservatives, or the attack on 
the traditional family, chances 
are strong that if you followed 
the power and money trail on 
any of these issues, you’d be 
led back to the United Nations. 

Presidents George Washington and Thomas Jefferson both 
suggested and practiced a foreign policy free of entangling al- 
liances. Washington wrote in his Farewell Address, “The great 
tule of conduct for us, in regard to foreign nations, is in extend- 
ing our commercial relations, to have with them as little political 
connection as possible.... It is our true policy to steer clear of 
permanent alliances.” 

Did the 89 U.S. senators who ratified the UN Treaty in July of 
1945 know what they were getting us into? U.S. Senator Thom- 
as Connally of Texas summed it up by saying before the vote, 
“Those senators who believe we should tread our path alone will 
vote against this Charter. But those who realize that this can’t be 
done and that the United States cannot live in a cellophane wrap- 
per will favor the Charter.” 

Connally and 88 other U.S. senators completely threw away 
the 149-year-old advice that had served the nation well (when 
it was followed). A new chapter had begun, which saw the rise 
of unaccountable government not only in America, but in other 
UN member nations, especially in Europe. The burgeoning body 
of the United Nations serves as an official death knell for self- 
government, sovereignty, and independence. It is designed to be 
a framework for an eventual world government. 

If we are to keep America American, then we need to cut loose 
from this entangling alliance. 

How easy would it be to excise this cancerous blight from 
American society? A recent example demonstrates that it might 
be much easier than you think. 

After the news broke that 12 employees of the UN Relief and 
Works Agency (UNRWA) for Palestine Refugees in the Near 
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East were allegedly involved in 
the October 7 terrorist attack on 
Israel, calls were made to de- 
fund that UN entity. By the end 
of January, 18 nations, includ- 
ing the United States, said they 
were “indefinitely pausing pay- 
ments,” which will amount to a 
loss of nearly three-quarters of 
the UNRWA’s budget. 

Soon, the head of the World 
Health Organization said that 
this defunding would lead to 
“catastrophic” consequenc- 
es. Reuters reported that the 
UNRWA would be “forced to 
shut down its operations in the Middle East” by the end of Feb- 
tuary if funding was not restored. By the way, the United States 
contributes roughly 22 percent of the UN’s budget and is the 
largest contributor to the globalist organization; China comes 
in second at just over 12 percent. 

If the Freedom Caucus in the U.S. Congress exerted some 
solid leadership and rallied additional House members to curtail 
and eventually stop the spending, how long do you think the UN 
would last? If a good majority of Americans learned that the UN 
is assisting illegal immigration into the United States, and created 
pressure for the U.S. House and Senate to revoke U.S. mem- 
bership in the UN, how quickly would the UN house of cards 
fold? Could the American public see this happen under President 
Biden? Perhaps not, but how about under a second term with 
President Trump, or a future “America First’ president? 

Taking action means not sitting back and waiting for the 
perfect scenario to come about before getting involved. Taking 
action means creating those scenarios ourselves. The Found- 
ing Fathers gave us the means and the tools to do so. The John 
Birch Society has been successfully utilizing these tools for 
decades. Let’s create the scenarios we need by strategically 
educating the electorate. While JBS does not endorse politi- 
cal parties or candidates, it does generate the level of educa- 
tion and pressure needed for the electorate to 
hold elected officials accountable, just as the Ok [a] 
Founders expected. 

Join The John Birch Society today — start 
at JBS.org. Let’s Get US Out! of the United 
Nations! 
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The Federalist & How to Read the Federalist — Book Set 
The Federalist is a powerful tool for educating others about the Constitution — and, ultimately, getting them to 
take action and defend it. How to Read the Federalist is a must-read introduction to The Federalist, but it also dem- 
onstrates the continuing relevance of the principles that guided the Founders in creating the Constitution to the 
modern challenges of the Deep State that we continue to face today. (2023, 454 pp + 72 pp) 

Paper back set (1/$37.99ea; 2+/$34.99ea) SETBKTFPB 
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The World of Soros: Influencing Elections — Book 

The World of Soros reveals a vast network of organizations and individuals working together to influence and/or control 
elections across America. It reveals what their goal is and how they aim to achieve it. (2022, pb, 173pp), 1-4/$9.95ea; 
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Fighting Carbon-capture Pipelines: 
—— Stopping Environmental Idiocracy — Reprint 


Carbon capture means property theft. Private companies are threatening to use eminent domain, courtesy 
of state utility boards, to seize private farmland and install thousands of miles of dangerous and destructive 


it pees > carbon-capture pipeline. (2022, 4pp, 1-24/$0.35ea; 25-99/$0.30ea; 100+/$0.25ea) RPFCCP 
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The Declaration of Independence and the Constitution for 


OCPD 
the United States of America — Booklet ONSTIILIION 
This pocket-size booklet (approximately 3.6" x 6.25") contains the two most important documents in American WANT SEALS 
political history and is a testament to that enduring endeavor, a reminder that as long as we cherish and uphold wens 
these principles, the flame of liberty will never be extinguished. Includes new introduction. (2024ed, 50pp, pb, ‘ 
1-9/$2.00ea; 10-49/$1.75ea; 50-99/$1.50ea; 100+/$1.25ea) BKLTDICN li ft 
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Freedom Index January 2024 — Reprint 

Use our second Freedom Index for the 118th Congress to inform others about how faithful their congress- 
men are to the Constitution, and to help introduce them to The John Birch Society. Have it available at 
planned chapter events, and distribute it via literature drops in your community. (2024, 12pp, 1-24/$0.60ea; 


ae 25-99/$0.50ea5 100+/$0.45ea) RPFIOI24 


Property Rights: 
As Sacred as the Laws of God — Book 


This new book is a surprising and comprehensive exposé of property rights, and it explores in simple 
language and detail what this right of every American citizen entails. Use this book to educate your 
fellow citizens about the importance of the God-given right to property in maintaining a free society — 
and encourage them to take action to defend and restore property rights. (2022, 122pp) 

HB ( 1-11/$19.95ea, 12-23/$17.95ea, 24-47/10.95ea, 48+/$9.95ea) BKPRHB 

PB ( 1/$9.95ea, 2-11/$8.95ea, 12-23/$7.95ea, 24-31/$5.95ea, 32+/$4.95ea) BKPRPB 


Indoctrinating Our Children to Death —Book 

Building on more than a decade of research and investigative reporting into the indoctrination, sexualization, 
ae and dumbing down of children, Alex Newman documents the untold history behind government education and 

its founders as no one has done before. (2024, 237pp, pb, 1/$17.99ea) BKIOCDPB 


The UN’s Agenda 2030: 
Marxist Stealth Plan for World Government — Book 


This book is an important exposé of what is really behind the environmental movement: power for an elite 
who mean to rule us, not to save the Earth. (2023ed, 120pp, pb, 1-11/$7.95ea; 12-23/$5.95ea; 24-79/$3.95ea; 
80+/$2.95ea) BKUNA2030 


Go to ShopJBS.org or call 1-800-342-6491 to order! = [240311 


ONYX On leg ance for 


your bath 
COLLECTION 


Showers & Lavatories 


The Onyx Collection manufactures 
showers and lavatories in Belvue, KS. 


We have over 4,500 active dealers 
throughout the United States that sell and 
install our products. 


Quality products, unique designs, our 
guarantee, and ease of installation have 
made us legends in this industry. 


Call us at: (800) 669-9867 


Kansas, USA 


105 Broadway St. Belvue, KS 66407 (phone) 800-669-9867 (fax) 800-393-6699 


www.onyxcollection.com 


